
     

 

  

 

Newsletter No 5 
    Friday 2nd October 2026 

 
      

 

St. Benedict’s Catholic        

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 At the beginning of the week, we proudly celebrated some of our new pupil leaders for the year. Children who wished 

to take on a pupil leadership role nominated themselves, and, in keeping with the British Value of Democracy, were 

voted in by their classmates. During a special leadership assembly, the following groups were presented with their 

badges: School Council, Eco Stewards, House Captains and Vice-Captains, Librarians and Junior Road Safety Officers. 

These leadership opportunities are vital in helping our children develop key skills such as responsibility, communication  

and teamwork. They also help to build the confidence that will serve them well in the future. A big thank you to all the 

families who were able to join us and celebrate this special moment with the children. 
 

St. Therese Class visited Aylesford Priory, joining other schools in our KCSP Trust to celebrate the start of the academic 

year. The theme of the celebration was this year’s Trust Catholic Social Teaching focus: ‘The Preferential Option for the 

Poor.’ Bishop Paul Hendricks celebrated Mass, which was followed by a retreat activity. We were incredibly proud of  

our children for their wonderful, reverent participation as they sang and signed throughout the Mass. 

 

St. Simon Stock Class enjoyed a fantastic day out at Kent Life for their Stone Age Theme Day, which linked directly to 

their history topic. During the day, pupils ground their own grain, learnt how Stone Age weapons were made, debated 

the pros and cons of hunter-gatherers versus early farmers, and explored how religious practices changed over time.  

 

Yesterday, we took part in ‘One Million Children Praying the Rosary’, joining children all over  

the world to pray the Holy Rosary.  Together, we asked Mary, our Mother, to intercede for us  

and to pray for peace and unity throughout the world.  When we pray together, we are  

united as one family of God and our prayers have great power. For the first time, the campaign  

spans an entire week, running until 7th October. Perhaps you might like to join in this worldwide  

chain of prayer at home as well.  
 

A huge thank you to St. Therese’s Class for leading our collective worship today. It was wonderful to hear Year 4 share 

the ‘Little Ways’ inspired by St. Thérèse, showing how they are making a difference at home and at school. We all 

enjoyed their beautiful singing and signing – well done, Year 4!  

 

I hope Year 4 parents found this week’s times tables workshop informative and useful. If you were unable to join us, the 

PowerPoint presentation is available on St. Thérèse’s Class Page on our website for you to view at your leisure. 

 

As we approach Harvest, we will once again be supporting Medway Foodbank. Our Harvest Mass will be held on 

Tuesday 13th October and we would be grateful for any donations you feel able to offer. The shopping list of food items 

most needed by the Foodbank can be found further on in this newsletter. Next week, a donation box will be available 

on the playground for your contributions. Your generosity helps support families in need within our local community. 

Thank you in advance for your kindness and support. 

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

 

Mrs McAlpine 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Month 

September 

 
 

For the care of water 

Let us pray for a just and 

sustainable management of 

water, a vital resource, so that 

everyone may have equal 

access to it. 
 

 

Sunday 4th October 2026 

 
“The kingdom of God will be given 

to a people that will produce its 

fruit.” (Matthew 21:43) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 9th October 

#Hello Yellow  

(Children can wear something yellow with their 

school uniform) 
 

Tuesday 13th October 

2pm Harvest Mass  
(Seats bookable through the Arbor shop -  

No payment required). 
 

Wednesday 14th October 

5:45pm SBA AGM Bingo Night 

 

Thursday 15th October 

Year R and Year 6 Height and  

Weight Check. 
 

Wednesday 21st October  

9:10 am Celebration of Achievement  
(Invited parents only) 

Parents/ Carers Evening  
  

Friday 23rd October 

INSET DAY (No children attend school on this day) 

………………………………………… 

 

Half Term  

Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October  

  
               ………………………………………. 
 

 

Friday 13th November  

Flu immunisation YR – Y6 
 

Friday 27th November  

TAG Day (no uniform day) 

(KS1 Chocolates/ KS2 Bottles) 

 

 
 

 

Value of the Week Next Week 

 

 
 

We always tell the truth. 
 

 

 

  

 

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) 

Principle of the Week 

 
 

        

 
Please speak to us if you have any concerns. 

 
 

Attendance Winners for Last Week  

 

              1st            Year 4  98.4% 

              2nd           Year 6  97.5 %              

              3rd            Year 2  97.3 %         

 
 

Newsletters 
Our Newsletters can be eaily accessed on 

the homepage of the school website. 
 



  

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

               
 

 

                    
 

 

                  

Year R 

Learner: Tiwa for beautiful writing, showing 

perseverance until she was happy with her 

letter formation and writing a super sentence 

with very little help! We are so proud of you. 

 

Superstar: Lavinia for being a kind friend and 

thinking about other people’s feelings. We are 

so lucky to have you in our class. 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Learner: Aria for focusing so well on creating 

an excellent Moon Buggy design in our DT 

lessons. Your design was detailed, clear and you 

remembered to label all of the key features. 

Fantastic independent work.  

 

Superstar: Tami, for working extremely hard on 

improving your handwriting and presentation! 

You blew us away with your beautiful writing. 

We are so proud of you! Keep it up Tami! 

 

Year 3 

Learner:  Parker is our learner this week as he 

has been such an independent, focused learner, 

participating in class discussions and giving 

100% effort in everything he has done. 

 

Superstar: Darcie is our superstar this week-

she demonstrates all of our school values all of 

the time! She is a hard-working girl and a 

pleasure to have in our class. She is a kind 

supportive friend to all. 

 

Year 4 

Learner:  Olivia produced some fabulous 

writing this week when we were drafting our 

persuasive speech. Well done! 

 

Superstar: Thank you to Ashley for not only 

working hard all week but for also supporting a 

friend during our class assembly today. 

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Eliana 

for showing our value of independence by 

being self-motivated with her work. Well 

done! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar of the week is 

Caris for showing our British Value of 

Mutual Respect as she is always ready to 

help anyone in need.  

 

. 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Learner: Our Learner of the Week is Yan for truly demonstrating this week’s value of 

independence. He has quietly got on with his work, showing excellent focus and taking 

responsibility for his learning. Well done, Yan! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar this week is Anabel for showing great effort and attitude 

towards her homework and going above and beyond with her reading comprehension 

responses in her Reading Diary. She has also impressed me by applying new vocabulary 

from her reading to her English writing to elevate the standard of word choice. Fantastic 

job, Anabel! 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

Learner: Joey, for showing great 

independence when completing his ‘greater 

and less than’ work in maths.  Well done! 

 

Superstar: Kairo, thank you for following 

our class rules and for always being ready to 

learn.  Keep it up! 

 

 



 

  

 
 

        
 

 
 

 

Cycle to School Week 5th – 9th 

October 

With the cost of the school run 

continuing to rise for many families 

— from fuel and parking to the time 

spent in traffic — cycling to school 

offers a simple, healthier and more 

affordable way to travel. It also 

helps children build confidence, 

independence and positive lifelong 

travel habits. We would like to invite 

all children to take part in Cycle to 

School Week 2026 by cycling or 

scooting to school.  

   

Harvest Mass Donations 
Please send in donations of the items 

below for our Harvest Mass. After the 

Mass, the food items will be donated to 

Medway Foodbank.  The donations can 

be brought in week beginning 5th 

October. A table will be available on the 

playground for your donations. 

 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Times Table Rockstars 

 
Fastest  Rocco Y6         

 

Highest Score       Audrielle Y5 

 

Most Improved   Bethany Y6 

 

Star of the Week Frankie Y6 
 

 
 

 

   

Please book seats for the Harvest Mass 

in the Arbor shop. 

Just enter the quantity required for the 

seats. No payment required. 
 

Jumpers  
 

Please ensure you check that your child has the 

correct jumper at home.  We have had a lot of 

parents saying their child’s labelled jumpers have 

gone missing from school. If you find a jumper 

that does not belong to your child, please return 

it to the school to the lost property box under Mrs 

McAlpine’s office window. Thank you. 



  

 

 

 

 

 
  JRSO 

 

School Council 

Sports Captains  Librarians 

Eco Stewards  

We are called to follow 

the example of Jesus, 

who taught us that true 

leadership is rooted in 

love and service. We 

pray that our pupil 

leaders will be wonderful 

role models and will lead 

with kindness, humility 

and compassion 

throughout the year.  

 



  

 

We are excited to be 

celebrating the start of 

Black History Month in 
October by listening to a 

range of different genres of 

music outside at lunchtime.   
We started with gospel 

music and reggae. 

One Million Children Praying the Rosary 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Well Done Callum 
 

Well done to Callum in Year 4 on his football achievements. 

  

Arriving Late to School: Procedures and Expectations 

 

To help every child make the best possible start to their school day, we are 

introducing a new Late Arrival Form for pupils arriving after 8.50am. 

 

Any child arriving late must be accompanied to the school office by an adult, 

who will be asked to complete the form before the child is registered. 

  

Regular attendance and punctuality are essential for learning, and we thank 

parents and carers for their continued support in ensuring children arrive at 

school on time and ready to learn. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

Your School Photograph is Ready! 

Vancols Photographers are pleased to confirm that the School Photographs are ready to view using the QR code on 

your proof card. 

 
If you have already scanned the QR code on the Proof and registered you will receive an auto email notification. 

 

If you have not done it yet, don’t panic, you can still view by scanning the QR code on your Proof and following the 

instructions. 

 
 If you have not received your Proof or it has been lost you can call Vancols Parent Line on 01206 273711 however if you do 
not have an existing account with Van Cols you will need to contact the school directly for the website photo code. 

 

Regards  

 

Vancols Photographers  

 

 

 

 

EYFS Parent Phonic Workshops 

 
 

Mrs Pierce will be hosting a series of phonics workshops where parents and carers are 

invited to see the teaching in action. The workshops will be held on one of the following 

dates: 

 

Tuesday 6th October 

Wednesday 7th October 

Thursday 8th October 

 

We have allocated 5 slots on each date. If you haven’t already booked a space, please 

see Mrs. Pierce.  

 

The sessions will run from 9.05 - 9.30 am. 

 

After dropping your child off, please sign in at the school office for your chosen session. 
 



  

 

We had a fantastic Stone Age Day 

at Kent Life! 
 

We learned how to grind grain to 

make flour, we enjoyed tractor 

rides, explored weapons, artefacts 

and even created our own Stone 

Age dance! 
 

One of our favourite workshops was 

meeting ‘Claw’ a man from the 

Stone Age! 



 

 

 

  

          

 



 

 

  

 



 

  

 



  

 

 



 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are inviting nominations for the SBA Committee for the 26/27 school year. Please complete this 

form by Monday 12th October 9am (please complete even if you do not wish to nominate for a role. 

 

Thank you for getting involved and supporting our school community! We look forward to 

welcoming you at the AGM Bingo Evening on 14th October. 

 

 

    
 

SBA AGM Bingo Night 
The SBA's AGM will be held in the school hall on Wednesday 14th October from 5:45pm. 

There will be free Bingo, a free welcome drink and nibbles, alongside sharing all the 

successes from last year. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Fill | SBA COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 26/27 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAANAAbxl2sJUNlE5RDMzTjdYUVc5REQzWVJUV0ZRWjhSUS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAANAAbxl2sJUNlE5RDMzTjdYUVc5REQzWVJUV0ZRWjhSUS4u


 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
  

 

  

 

Forest School Year 1 

 

 



 

 

Parish News  

 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/2026-09-27-Newsletter.pdf

