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St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 We hope you had a restful and enjoyable break and are ready for an exciting term ahead.  It’s 

always wonderful to see the children return with renewed energy and enthusiasm! 

 

This week, our whole school community has been reflecting on how  

we can pray, give and act during this Lenten season, following in Jesus’ 

footsteps. St. Michael’s class led a beautiful liturgy for the whole school  

and their families. The children acted out the scripture of Jesus being  

tempted in the wilderness from Matthew’s Gospel. They also shared  

their own Lenten promises. Year 1 are certainly planning to be busy  

helpers at home – we’re looking forward to hearing about all the tidy  

rooms and made beds! 

 

Thank you to all Year 1 parents who joined our Phonics Presentation. We hope you found it helpful 

and informative. If you’d like to revisit the information, please click here https://www.st-

benedicts.medway.sch.uk/children/class-pages/st-michaels-class  for the presentation slides and 

resources. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who attended Parents Evening on Wednesday. We hope you 

enjoyed looking through your child’s books and discussing their progress and next steps. We are 

very appreciative of the time you spent writing lovely ‘leaf’ comments offering words of 

encouragement and support. The children have really enjoyed reading or listening to your 

messages before they’re added to our ‘Celebration Tree’ in school. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to a fantastic term together. 

 

Happy St. David’s Day for Sunday! 

 

Mrs McAlpine 

      
 

     

                          

 
Family Lenten Prayer 

Open our hearts to your word, O Lord, that we 

may be renewed 

Open our hands to receive and to give, that 

we may be replenished 

Open our minds to the silence of Your 

presence, that we may be refreshed – Amen 

 

 
Sunday 1st March 2026 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

Matthew 17: 1 - 9 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased; listen to him.” 

 

 

Prayer of the Month – 

February Let us pray that 

children suffering from 

incurable diseases and their 

families receive the necessary 

medical care and support, 

never losing strength and hope. 

 

 

 

https://www.st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk/children/class-pages/st-michaels-class
https://www.st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk/children/class-pages/st-michaels-class


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

Wednesday 4th March  

Cross Country Event 
 

Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day   

Children may dress up as a book character 
 

Monday 9th March  

Recorder/Ukulele Ensemble 
 

Thursday 12th March 

9.10 am Year R Assembly 

KS1/KS2 Music Festival 
 

Friday 13th March  

Mother’s Day Shop 

SBA Race Night  
 

Monday 16th March 

Football Match Home V Byron Primary School 
 

Thursday 26th March  

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Saturday 28th March 

Easter Fayre 
 

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Stations of the Cross  

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Tuesday 31st March 

*Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Wednesday 1st April  

Gifts from God Achievement Assembly  

(for invited parents)  

2pm Passion Play 

6 pm Passion Play  
 

Thursday 2nd April 

9.10am -10.10am Pre-schooler Craft and Play  

2pm School Finishes 
 

 

 

3rd April-17th April  

Easter Break 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 
  

 
Worried about something you have seen or heard? 

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

 
 

Thursday 26th March 

Monday 30th March 

*Tuesday 31st March (Not 1st April as in Lenten Newsletter) 

 

Please book via the ParentMail form. 

 

 



  

 



 

  

 

Year 1 Assembly 
 

 

 



  

 

 

Attendance Winners before Half 

Term Week 
            

1st 
 

             Year 6      99.69% 

2nd 

            Year 2     99.2% 

3rd 
                       Year 4   97.8% 

Donate Your Unwanted 

Christmas Presents  

or Gift Bags 

Do you have unwanted 

Christmas presents? 

If there are items that are going 

to sit in drawers or cupboards, 

then why hang on to them?  

By supporting our fundraising, 

you can pass on your unwanted 

items guilt free; win-win! 

Please donate and recycle: 

• Sealed unwanted 

Christmas presents 

• Gift bags 

 

 

 

 

                 Times Table Rock Stars 
 

Fastest   Rocco Year 5 

   

Highest   Rocco Year 5  

 

Most Improved  Daniel Year 5  

   

Star    Aiva-Rose Year 5  

  
18th out of 57 schools in a five-mile radius 

 

Empty Ink Cartridges  

 
Please bring in any used ink cartridges from your home 

printer for recycling for a local charity, the Q- ship 

Society. 

 

There is a collection box at the reception desk. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

 

Uniform  

 
A reminder to parents: 

 

Children should be 

wearing shoes not boots 

or trainers. 

 

Thank you for supporting  

our high standards. 

 

 Value of the week  

Next week  

 
We always tell the truth. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Lunchtime Clubs 

 

In Geography club, we listened to cultural music and watched a 

video about what children have for school dinners around the world! 

 

We completed a word search, a quiz and matched food from around 

the world to their flags. 

 

 

Minnie Vinnies counted out the 

Lenten books and filled the 

prayer boxes.  



  

 

Kids Online Safety  
New kids online safety website launched as part of government campaign 

 

A new government website was launched on 16 February 2026 to support families and encourage 

regular conversations about what they’re seeing online, asking simple questions, like “who shared this” 

and “why?”. Based on parents’ main concerns and needs, it provides: 

• tips for parents’ conversations with their children 

• actions to support each stage of their child’s life 

• parental controls information 

 

This also contains signposting to trusted resources from charities and third parties, where parents can 

access other forms of support (like speaking to an expert). The website will continue to grow and be 

developed this year 

 

Kids online safety with parents. 

 

    

 
 

Please sponsor St. Francis Class’ Big Lent Walk! 

 

This Lent, we're walking 200km over 40 days in solidarity with those who walk miles each day just 

to access safe water. 

 

Your sponsorship will help bring clean, safe water to communities around the world. This Lenten 

challenge is really important to us and your support would mean so much. 

 

Will you support our walk? 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk  
 

 

https://kcsp.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a37fb54963c6422f851bf29ff&id=2b4d80b691&e=e9f80d323b
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you interested in becoming a Teacher? 

 
Please see below for various routes in to teaching that are being supported by Kent Catholic Schools’ Partnership 

(KCSP) 

Degree offer – Online information evening – 02.03.26 (6:00 – 7:00pm) 

KCSP is delighted to be partnering with the University of Buckingham to offer exciting and innovative work-based 

degrees especially designed for those who would like to take the first step on the pathway to a teaching career. 

 

To find out more about these exciting opportunities, please join KCSP’s online information session, taking place on the 

evening Monday, 2nd March at 6:00pm.  For further details and a link to book – please follow this link. 

 

School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) – Online information evening – 10.03.26 (6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Are you thinking of becoming a teacher and already hold a degree?   

Join KCSP’s online information evening where you will be able to find out more about our Teacher Training 

Programme, including fees, funding and how to apply. Register here. 

Early Years Initial Teacher Training Programme 

Through KCSP’s partnership with the Best Practice Network, we would like to share an opportunity to access a fully 

funded Graduate Entry route into Teacher training to become a qualified Early Years Teacher.  The 12-month 

programme comprises of monthly training days, placements and building an e-Portfolio of evidence for assessment.  

Please follow this link for further information, including entry requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wraparound Care 

Are you looking for before and after school childcare that 

works for you? 

 
Monday – Friday 

Opens at 7:30am 

Closes at 5:30pm 
 

To book, please contact the school office (01634 669700 or office@st-

benedicts.medway.sch.uk)  

 

 

 

 

Noku - I have loved 

all the activities, 

especially playing 

with the puppets 

Hezekaih – I love 

playing football 

and basketball 

outside. 

Grace - I enjoyed 

playing with the 

loom bands and 

making bracelets 

Reggie -I like 

making dens 

using blankets 

Olivia -I like 

drawing and 

making pictures 

for my mum and 

dad. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScfPZtSe8eyKZOXTGlqLUEhL6R45YoSP/view
https://outlook.office.com/book/SCITTInformationEvening@kcsp.org.uk/s/Wf9DIEkX4keWr0mbx74GDA2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYwBQsoJdQL37eG5r4nyO_232PDZiod-/view
mailto:office@st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 have been lashing 

crosses for classroom focal 

points to support our Catholic 

Social Teaching: Promoting 

Peace. 

 

 



  

Year 1 

Year 2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord, 

 

We hope our crosses remind 

children that Jesus sacrificed 

himself and died to save us 

from our sins.  We must 

forgive others like Jesus 

forgave those who crucified 

him. Amen  

 

Jack, Zakai and Tobi. 
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SBA News 
 

 

Want to be in with a chance to win £100 cash for free??? 

 

Download the easyfundraising app and sign up to our cause. 

 

If just 50 new supporters join our cause this February our charity will receive £250! 

 

To claim your free raffle ticket, download the app and come to the SBA table at parents evening to pick up 

your ticket. 

 

We currently have 17 active members who have raised £99.54 this quarter at no cost to them.   

 

Together we can make a difference.  Invite your friends and families to join our cause too. 

 

Get the app now and choose to support St Benedict’s Association, Chatham once installed: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-

app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-

bonus-feb26-fb1 

 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-bonus-feb26-fb1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-bonus-feb26-fb1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-bonus-feb26-fb1
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/st-benedicts-association/index.cfm


 

 

Parish News 

 
 

 
 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-02-22-Newsletter.pdf

