
     

 

  

 

 
Prayer of the Month – June 

 

 

Let us pray that sports be an 

instrument of peace, 

encounter, and dialogue 

among cultures and nations, 

and that they promote values 

such as respect, solidarity, and 

personal growth. 
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Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

   

We have had yet another busy week here at St Benedict’s!  

 

Our school football team played their final match of the season against Parkwood. Although the match ended 3-0 to 

Parkwood, the team achieved an excellent 5th place overall in the Medway Primary Football League. Well done to all 

involved for their excellent teamwork and determination. 

 

Emily from Medway Libraries led a whole-school assembly to launch this year's ‘Read to the Beat’ Summer Reading 

Challenge. Children are encouraged to read six books over the summer to earn prizes, a certificate, and a medal. The 

challenge runs until 12 September and we encourage all our children to get involved and keep reading over the 

summer break. 

 

On Wednesday evening, our Year 6 pupils gave a fantastic performance of ‘Goodbye My Friend’ as their end-of-year 

production. The evening was filled with laughter, fun and memorable moments showcasing the confidence and talent 

of our pupils. We wish them every success as they prepare for the next stage of their education. A special thank you 

goes to Mrs King and Mrs Law for their hard work in bringing the production to life. 

 

Also this week… our Sporting Carousal for all classes took place, EYFS enjoyed a visit from ‘Animal Club’, we hosted our 

Art Gallery showcasing children’s work and ‘Biscuits and Books’ sessions celebrating the children’s learning throughout 

the year.  

 

Congratulations to all the children who received a trophy during today’s Prize Giving Awards Assembly. We are 

incredibly proud of their achievements.  

 

Your child’s school report has been sent home today. We greatly value your feedback and would appreciate any 

comments you would like to share with staff. Please complete the parent comment form available on ParentMail if you 

wish to provide feedback regarding your child's report. 

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

Mrs. McAlpine 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 19th July 

 
Matthew 13: 24-43 

 

“Let them grow together until 

harvest.” 

Prayer of the Month – July 

 

 
Let us pray for the respect and 

protection of human life in all 

its stages, recognising it as a 

gift from God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

 

 

Monday 20th July 

11am Leaver’s Mass 
 

Tuesday 21st July 

9:10 am Leaver’s Assembly 
 

Tuesday 21st July  

‘Donate at the Gate Shoe Swap’ 

Children are to wear their shoes  

to school and bring trainers to change into             

(see poster below). 

Last day of Term 2pm Finish  

 

 

 

Summer Holidays  

 
 

 

 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 

INSET DAY 

(No children attend school on this day) 

 

Wednesday 2nd September  

Children return to school for the new academic year. 

 

Monday 21st September  

School Individual Photos 

 

Friday 23rd October 

INSET DAY 

(No children attend school on this day) 

 

Friday 13th November  

Flu Immunisation Whole School 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Worried about something you 

have seen or heard?  

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

IMPORTANT 
 

Please sign up to Arbor and download the Parentmail 

App. To avoid missing out on important information, 

you must sign up to Arbor as ParentMail will no longer 

be used:  https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-

149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index  

 

 

 

 

https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index
https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index


  

 

Prizegiving Assembly 

 
 
 

 

Dear God, 
 

Thank you for helping us to get 

through another amazing year 

at St. Benedict’s. 
 

We come together today to 

celebrate the hard work, the 

resilience and confidence of 

our school family. 
 

Keep us safe and happy in the 

summer holidays. 
 

Lord in your Mercy 
 
Led by Faith G. Year 3 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 



 
  

 From September, we will be using Arbor as our 
only communication system in school.  We will 
no longer be using ParentMail. 
 
If you have not seen any welcome e-mails from 
Arbor, please check your ‘junk’ or ‘spam’ emails 
and allow them, or you may miss important 
information regarding your child/ren.  Please use 
the link below if you have deleted any Arbor 
messages: 
 
https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-
149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index  
 
If you have a child in a secondary school that 
also uses Arbor, you will need to create a new 
password for the child at St. Benedict’s School 
and log in with a different password for each 
child. 

IMPORTANT 

If you have any outstanding balances to pay in 
Parentmail account, you will be unable to order 
school meals through Arbor in September. 
Please clear any monies owed in Parentmail.  All 
debts will be carried over to Arbor.  Outstanding 
debts from year 6 pupils will be transferred to 
any other siblings at the school. Please pay the 
correct amount in Parentmail to take you to the 
end of the summer term with a zero balance.  
 

 

                               Arbor  
 From September, we will be using Arbor as our only 

communication system in school.  We will no longer 
be using ParentMail. 
 

If you have not seen any welcome e-mails from Arbor, 
please check your ‘junk’ or ‘spam’ emails and allow 
them, or you may miss important information 
regarding your child/ren.  Please use the link below if 
you have deleted any Arbor messages: 
 

https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-
149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index  
 

If you have a child in a secondary school that also 
uses Arbor, you will need to create a new password 
for the child at St. Benedict’s School and log in with a 
different password for each child. 

IMPORTANT 

If you have any outstanding balances to pay in 
Parentmail account, you will be unable to order 
school meals, or book afterschool clubs or breakfast 
club through Arbor in September. Please clear any 
monies owed in Parentmail.  All debts will be carried 
over to Arbor.  Outstanding debts from year 6 pupils 
will be transferred to any other siblings at the school. 
Please pay the correct amount in Parentmail to take 
you to the end of the summer term with a zero 
balance.  
 

You will be able to order your child’s meal from  
1st September 2026. 
 

 
 

 

Forgotten Items 
 

Today, we had at least 15 people bring in 

forgotten bags, packed lunches, PE kits and 

water bottles at various times during the 

morning.  Please try to ensure that your 

children have everything they need for 

school before they come in. It is time 

consuming for staff to take these items to 

classrooms. 

Items in the office 
We have a variety of items in the office 

including medicines and creams. 

 

Please collect these items before the end of 

term. 

 

Any items left over the holidays will be 

disposed of.   

Times Table Rockstars  
 

Fastest                   Rocco Y5 

Highest Score       Audrielle  Y5 
Most Improved    Lily Y5 

Star                       Yan Y5 

https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index
https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index


 

  

Sports Day Carousel  

 

Well done to  

St. Patrick’s House, 

who were this year’s 

Sports Day winners, 

with 2480 points. 
 



 
 

Children should wear their school shoes into school  

and change into alternative footwear at the end of  

the school day to donate their shoes at the gate.  Thank you.   



 

 
 

 

  

 

School Council Buddy Bench Project 
Thank you to Mrs Fewtrell who liaised with a local college who designed and made our Buddy Bench. 

School Council were delighted to test out the new bench when it arrived today. 

 

 

Medway Libraries Summer Reading Challenge Assembly 
Thank you to Emily Maycock for coming into school and explaining to the children about the 

Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

 



 

  

 

Free Summer Reading Challenges at Medway Libraries 

Join us at Medway Libraries for our free Summer Reading Challenges for the whole family! With our fun “Read 

to the Beat” theme, will be celebrating the exciting connection between reading and music, inspiring children across 

Medway to discover stories, creativity, and rhythm through books.   
 

We have lots of free events for all ages this summer, including storytimes, Lego Clubs, VR events, craft sessions 

and more. Highlights from this summer’s programme include: 
 

• The Rap School workshops with world champion freestyle rapper Rob Bradley (aka Jack Flash) 

• Comic Book Art Masterclasses with Kev F Sutherland, artist from Marvel Comics and Beano  

• Mr Muddles Magic and Puppet Show and Party Games 

• Creative Writing “Fun With Words” workshops with The Dyslexic Poet, Sam Rapp 

• Musical storytimes with pantomime dame Mama G 

• Performances and art workshops by artist Ed Boxall, in partnership with Applause 

• Pearly Queen intergenerational karaoke 

• Musical Movers and Shakers for 0-7 year olds with Mrs G-T 

• Early years storytelling sessions by storyteller Diana Redgrave 
 

To book, visit any Medway library or visit our website. 
 

This year we have four reading challenges. You can participate individually or as a family: 
 

• The Mini Challenge, for 0-3 year olds 

• The Summer Reading Challenge, for 4-11 year olds 

• The Young Adult Reading Challenge, for 12-17 year olds 

• The Adult Reading Challenge, for everyone aged 18+ 
 

All challenges are free, and run until Saturday 12th September. 
 

Why take part? 
 

Our Summer Reading Challenges for children and teens help young people retain their literacy skills over the 

summer holidays, spend time away from screens, and encourage reading for pleasure. Reading for pleasure 

increases wellbeing, creativity, and empathy in all ages, is the single most important indicator of a child’s future 

success, and statistics show teenagers who read for pleasure are more likely to attain higher paid jobs as adults. 

Reading through the summer holidays will provide your children with skills and memories that will last a lifetime- 

it is an investment in your child’s future. 
 

Research consistently shows that children who read (independently, or with an adult or older sibling) not only excel 

academically but also cultivate stronger family bonds, are more creative, and have improved emotional wellbeing. 
 

The Children’s Summer Reading Challenge 
 

The children’s Summer Reading Challenge is to read 6 library books before Saturday 12th September, and for 

every book children read they'll win a prize, including stickers, bookmarks, and badges. The final prize is a 

certificate and special medal!  
 

All library books count towards the challenge, including but not limited to: 
 

• Fiction books with stories 

• Graphic novels such as Dog Man and Bunny vs Monkey, comics, and manga 

• Non-fiction books, full of facts and information 

• Joke books 

• Poetry books 

• eBooks borrowed from our eLibrary 

• Audiobooks- ideal for long car journeys!  
 

The main thing is for children to choose their own books- books they want to read and enjoy! Younger children can 

have help to read their books, e.g. from an adult or sibling. 

 

It's quick and easy to sign up; just visit any Medway library. Happy reading! 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/598/summer_reading_challenge
https://medway.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/OPAC/EVSESENQ?QRYTEXT=Summer%20Reading%20Challenge%20-%20Events&QRY=EVSESBS:%20%27SUMMER%20READING%20CHALLENGE%27%20%2B%20(EVSSDTE:%20%22%3E=%20TODAY%22)&SORTS=ESD.SDTE%5DESD.STIM&SEARCH_FORM=%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FMSGTRN%2FWPAC%2FEVENTS%3FHOMEPRMS%3DEVSESPARAMS&FORM_DESC=Events
https://medway.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/OPAC/EVSESENQ?QRYTEXT=Summer%20Reading%20Challenge%20-%20Events&QRY=EVSESBS:%20%27SUMMER%20READING%20CHALLENGE%27%20%2B%20(EVSSDTE:%20%22%3E=%20TODAY%22)&SORTS=ESD.SDTE%5DESD.STIM&SEARCH_FORM=%2Fcgi-bin%2Fspydus.exe%2FMSGTRN%2FWPAC%2FEVENTS%3FHOMEPRMS%3DEVSESPARAMS&FORM_DESC=Events


 
 

SBA 

 
Thank you for the brilliant up take for our trash and treasure game.  The following house points will be added to 
each house.  

 
 

Summer Fayre raffle pre sales 
1st place - year R (£50 Amazon voucher) 
2nd place - year 3 (£30 Amazon voucher) 
3rd place - year 4 (£20 Amazon voucher) 
 
Vouchers will be given to the classes in September to purchase something for their new class. 
 
Year 1 are the winners of our unwanted clothes collection. They will be given an extra playtime. 
 

 

 



  

Year 6 Water Battle  
 

 

Biscuit and Books Sessions  
 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Forest School Year R 

 



  

 

Forest School Year 1 

 



 

 

  

  

 

  

 
 

Booking School Dinners 
 

From 1st September, you will be using Arbor to order your child’s school meal. Caterlink will still be using the 

Summer Menu up until the end of October.  Please see below for a reminder of the menu.   

 

You will not be able to choose the actual dish in future, you will be choosing from either a hot meal, hot vegetarian 

meal, school made or jacket potato.  Therefore, you will need to keep a copy of the menu below for future reference. 
 

 



 

  

 

 



 

Parish News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026-07-12-Newsletter.pdf

