
    

 

  

Newsletter No 2 

Friday 12th September  

      
 

St. Benedict’s Catholic 

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 
 

This week, our school community came together to celebrate the birthday of Jesus’ mother, 

Mary. We reflected on the incredible gift God gave Mary and, through her, the world, by sending 

His Son, Jesus. We prayed together, giving thanks for our blessings and recognising all that God 

has done for us.  Thank you to everyone who donated garden flowers to honour Our Lady – your 

generosity helped make our celebration even more meaningful. 

 

Our ‘Meet the Teacher Curriculum Afternoon’ sessions also began this week. We hope you found 

these sessions helpful and informative. Teacher PowerPoints will be uploaded onto your child’s 

class page on our school website so you can revisit the information at any time.  Please follow this 

link: https://www.st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk/children/class-pages 

 

We look forward to welcoming Year 6 and Year 3 parents to next week’s sessions. 

 

This weekend, we join churches across the country in celebrating ‘Education Sunday’. This year’s 

theme, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’ invites us to reflect on the journey of learning and 

discovery, both in school and in faith. 

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

 

Mrs McAlpine 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 14th September 

2025 
 

 

John 3: 13 - 17 
God loved the world so much 

that he gave his only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in 

him may not be lost but may 

have eternal life. 
 

Prayer of the Month – September 

 
 

 
 

For our relationship with all of creation 

Let us pray that, inspired by Saint 

Francis, we might experience our 

interdependence with all creatures who 

are loved by God and worthy of love 

and respect. 

 

https://www.st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk/children/class-pages


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Monday 15th September 

3.30 pm Meet the Teacher Year 6 
 

Tuesday 16th September 

Medway Test OFFICE CLOSED A.M. 
 

Wednesday 17th September 

Medway Test OFFICE CLOSED A.M. 

3.30pm Meet the Teacher Year 3 
 

Monday 22nd September 

Individual School Photographs 

2pm Beginning of Year Mass 
 

Tuesday 23rd September 

3.30pm Meet the Teacher Year R  
 

Friday 26th September 

Aylesford Priory Year 4 (Beginning of Year Mass) 

Macmillan Cake Sale 
 

Wednesday 1st October 

Kent Life Class Trip Year 3 

6.30 pm SBA AGM  
 

Wednesday 15th October 

2pm Harvest Mass 
 

Friday 17th October 

INSET DAY (No children to attend school) 
 

 

Monday 20th October- Friday 25th  

Half-Term 

 

 

Please see a list of term dates for Academic 

Year 2025-2026 at the end of this newsletter. 

 
 

Please do not book holidays in term time. 
 

 

 

 
Attendance Class Winners  

 

1st St. Clare’s Class 98.44% 

2nd St. Therese Class 97.27% 

 

 
 

 

Value of the Week 

Next Week 

 

 
We believe in ourselves. 

 

 

 
 

 

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) 

Principle of the Week 
 

 

Office Closed Next Tuesday 

and Wednesday Morning  

 
Please do not bring in any forgotten items 

next Tuesday and Wednesday morning 

after 9.10am.  The office will be closed due 

to the Medway 11+ Test. You will not be 

permitted to enter the school grounds whilst 

the testing is taking place.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

               
 

 

                    
 

 

                  
         

 
  

 

 

Year R 
Superstar:  Louise for being a 

wonderful kind and caring friend as well 

as working hard to complete her 

learning. 

 

Learner:  Kairo for amazing art work and 

completing some tricky Maths questions! 

Year 1 
 

Superstar:  Chloe A. for being so kind and 

caring to all of her friends. Thank you, 

Chloe. 

 

Learner: Aria for showing her love for 

learning and enthusiastically joining in this 

week. 

Year 2 
Superstar: Hudson is such a star! He 

always shows love and kindness to 

everyone and he really is such a pleasure 

to teach. Thank you, Hudson.  

 

Learner: Aiden has had a fantastic start 

at St Benedict’s and he has worked very 

hard to produce some fantastic writing 

this week. Well done, Aiden. 
   

 

 

Year 3 
 

Superstar:  Emilia. E. for demonstrating our 

school value of Love by being really kind and 

loving to her peers this week, even when no 

one was watching!  

 

Learner: Lucrece for settling in really well 

into her new school and the Juniors and 

trying really hard with all of her learning. 

 

 

Year 4 
 

Superstar: Amirah has shown our school 

value of love this week, with her considerate 

and thoughtful words and actions towards 

others. Thank you, Amirah. 

 

Learner: Zion has made wonderful 

contributions to our English learning this 

week and chose some excellent vocabulary 

for his fact file. Great job! 

 

Year 5 
Superstar: Lily H. She has shown our 

school value of love by looking after our 

PE equipment, using the hockey stick 

appropriately and helping to tidy up after 

the lesson. 

 

Learner: Frankie for consistently 

impressing us with his work. He has a 

wonderful attitude to learning and always 

takes care with his work.  

 

Year 6 
 

Superstar: Lucca for showing great compassion and love for his teammates during PE.  

Lucca praised and encouraged others, lifting team spirit and creating a supportive, 

positive atmosphere for everyone. 

 

Learner: Nii Okai, for his fantastic behaviour for learning across the curriculum, 

especially in Maths, where his focus and effort have really shone through. 

 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Cars Outside School 
 

Please be considerate of our neighbours and all our school community when parking on 

Lambourn Way. 

 

We have had concerns raised over parents parking on the pathways, forcing pedestrians to 

walk in the road around the cars.  Please do not park in the turning point outside the school 

gates or on the yellow lines in the school approach road. 

 

Please do not leave your car engine running whilst waiting outside the school.  This is 

harmful, not only to the environment, but to children, who are particularly at risk: 

 
‘Vehicle exhaust fumes outside schools pose serious health risks to children, including respiratory 
problems like asthma, reduced lung development, and potential impacts on brain 
development. Children are more vulnerable because their bodies are still developing, they breathe 
faster, and are often closer to exhaust levels. Fine particles in the fumes can penetrate deep into the 
lungs and bloodstream’. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 Summer Reading Challenge 

Finishes Saturday13th! 

 
This year, Medway Libraries has had our best 

ever response to the Summer Reading 

Challenge! If your child would like to finish their 

Challenge, you have until the end of the day on 

Saturday 13th September to pop into a library to 

collect their prizes. 

  

Prizes include stickers, a poster, bookmark, pop 

badge, certificate and medal. 

  

You can find the location and opening times of 

your nearest library here. 

 

If your child took part in this challenge, please 

could they bring in in their certificate and medal 

on Monday 15th September. 
 

 
 

School Meals Booking  

 
Each week, you will be sent a ‘Form’ in 

ParentMail enabling you to choose your 

child’s menu for the following week.  

Please complete this form before 8am on 

Monday morning. 

 

We look forward to welcoming St. 

Joseph’s Class (YR), who will be staying 

for lunch next week, before going home 

at 12.30pm.  If your child is bringing in 

their own packed lunch, you can also 

indicate this on the weekly form. 

 

If you have not completed the form by 

Monday at 8am, your child will not have 

a meal cooked for them and you will be 

required to provide a packed lunch for 

the rest of the week. 

 

 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/directory/6/find_a_library


Achievements 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Yan (Year 5) played in a 3 x 3 Ozone ice rink Jamboree 

ice hockey tournament, following Olympic rules, last 

Saturday on 6th September and wona 1st place as part 

of the Oettinger team.  

 

Well done, Yan! 

 

 

 



  

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

  

 

  



Year 1 F 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Forest School  



  September 2025 to July 2026 
Term 1 
Monday 1 September 2025 INSET DAY  

Start: Tuesday 2 September 2025 

Finish: Thursday 16 October  

Friday 17 October 2025 INSET DAY 

Autumn break: Monday 20 October 2025 to Friday 24 October 2025 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 27 October 2025 

Finish: Friday 19 December 2025 

Christmas break: Monday 22 December 2025 to Friday 2 January 2026 

Term 3  
Monday 5 January 2026 INSET DAY  

Start: Tuesday 6 January 2026 

Finish: Friday 13 February 2026 

February break: Monday 16 February 2026 to Friday 20 February 2026 

Term 4 

Monday 23 February 2026 INSET DAY 

Start: Tuesday 24 February 2026 

Finish: Thursday 2 April 2026 

Good Friday: 3 April 2026 

Easter Monday: 6 April 2026 

Easter break: Monday 6 April 2026 to Friday 17 April 2026 

Term 5 

Start: Monday 20 April 2026 

Finish: Friday 22 May 2026 

Early May bank holiday: Monday 4 May 2026 

Spring bank holiday: Monday 25 May 2026 

Late spring break: Monday 25 May 2026 to Friday 29 May 2026 

Term 6 

Start: Monday 1 June 2026 

Monday 29th June INSET DAY 

Finish: Tuesday 21 July 2026 
 



  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

Parish News 
 

 
 

 
 

                           

 
Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion Programme Mass of 

Commitment 

2025-2026 

Children and parents must attend one of the 

Masses of Commitment at either 6pm 

Saturday 13th September or 9am or 11am on 

Sunday  14th September at St. Simon Stock 

Parish.   

 

Children’s Liturgy at  

St. Simon Stock Parish 
 

 
 

 

 

Children's Liturgy is on this Sunday at 11 

o'clock Mass. This is open to children 

who are in Year 2 and below (pre-

schoolers are welcome with a 

responsible adult). Older children who 

have not made their First Holy 

Communion and are not on the First 

Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion programme can also 

come. This is for children whose parents 

are attending Mass.  Children's Liturgy is 

fortnightly term time only. 
 


