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Last Saturday’s Easter Fayre was a huge success, even with the chilly weather and a surprise flurry of
snow! A heartfelt thank you to our fantastic SBA committee, all parents and staff who organised,
ran stalls and supported the event. Your generosity raised nearly £2,500 -

an amazing achievement that will benefit all our children. The

We began Holy Week with a moving Stations of the Cross liturgy, beautifully Season
led by St. Francis Class. Year 6 pupils posed reflective questions at each station 0/[
helping us to consider the challenges Jesus faced and reminding us that Lent

God walks beside us in our own lives.

St. Simon Stock and St. Therese classes delivered a spectacular Passion Play to the whole school
and over a hundred parents and grandparents. The children’s confidence, talents and enthusiasm
were clear for all fo see. Thank you to everyone involved - our amazing children, the hard work and
dedication of our teaching staff and the support of our parents for making this such a special and
memorable moment.

Congratulations to all the children who received certificates during our ‘Gifts from God'
Celebration Assembly. It was wonderful to hear about the ways you are living out our School Values
through your kindness, behaviour and learning.

Our week ended with a special Lenten craft and play session for pre-schoolers, led by some of our
Pupil Chaplains. It was lovely to see so many young children, parents, grandparents and
childminders join us for this event.

This Easter, Pope Leo encourages us to “walk in the light of love.” Let us all be a living light by
sharing joy with others.

We wish everyone a happy and peaceful Easter holiday. We look forward to welcoming you back
to school on Monday 20t April.

Mrs McAlpine

sunday 5 April 2026 Prayer of the Month

Easter Sunday April
We pray for priests going through
times of crisis in their vocation;
may they receive the
accompaniment they need, and
may their communities support
them with understanding and
prayer.

Family Lenten Prayer

Open our hearts to your word, O Lord, that we
may be renewed

Open our hands to receive and to give, that
we may be replenished

Open our minds to the silence of Your
presence, that we may be refreshed - Amen

John 20: 1-9

ags "Holy Week is a time to give Jesus our
hearts. On the cross He gave us all of His
love!” St. Teresa of Calcutta
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Dates for your Diary

Friday 3rd April-17t April
Easter Break

Wednesday 229 April
Year 2 and Year 3 Road Safety

Thursday 234 April
Unwanted clothes collection
9.10am ‘Sleep’ Coffee/tea morning with
Educational Psychologist Team

Friday 24th April
Tag Day £1 donation
School Disco Years 1-6

Thursday 30t April
1t Swimming session for Year 5

Tuesday 5t May
1.30pm Crowning of Our Lady Mass

Tuesday 12th May
Year 5 Fort Amhurst Trip

Monday 11t May - Friday 15t May
KS2 SATS WEEK (school office closed mornings)

Wednesday 20t May
Year R Vision Screening

Thursday 215t May
Mini Youth Games -Tag Rugby Event

Friday 22" May
Last day of Term

St. Benedict’s Catholic Primary

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN

Our school is committed to safeguarding all members of our community
We have a detailed Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and work hard to ensure that this is followed.

If you have a concern about a young person in school and believe that they may be suffering or are at risk of harm or
abuse you should report it to the Designated Safeguarding Lead:

DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD (DSL):
Sarah McAlpine (Headteacher)

DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEADS (DDSL): SAFEGUARDING GOVERNOR:

Becky Howell Claire Read Jayne Stuart

Lisa Brett

Assistant Assistant SENDCO
Headteacher Headteacher

Worried about something you
have seen or heard?
Not sure what to do?

Please come and talk to us.

School Term Dates
Holiday Booking

Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays
in school time.

Please see the term dates below to help you
plan your holiday.

Easter Break
Friday 3@ April to Friday 17™ April

Late Spring Break
Monday 25" May to Friday 29t May

Summer Term Ends
Tuesday 21st July

Future Inset Days
Monday 23 February 2026
Monday 29" June 2026

Missio Boxes

Please collect up any loose change for the
Missio boxes. The filled boxes can be
returned to school after the Easter break.

Attendance Winners Last Week
1st Year 3-99.7%
2nd Year 6 - 98.8%
3rd Year 4 - 96.3%




Lenten Projects

Everyone is special

Human Dignity

Showing we care

Solidarity

Promoting and nurturing We collected items for the foodbank.
an insect garden.

Sharing fairly
Distributive Justice

Caring for God’s gifts
Stewardship

Litter picking: we want to look after and care for God’s planet and be great Stewards of the Earth.




Thinking of everyone
The Common Good

Taking part
Participation
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‘Penny Plant’

Showing we care

Solidarity

The Big Lent Walk




‘Gifts from God’ Assembly

- Gifts from God
Achievement Assembly
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Easter Fayre
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Pre-School Play & Cratt Session




Passion Play




Lunchtime Clubs

Science Club

Neighbour Complaints

We have received a number of complaints from neighbours about parents/carers parking over their
dropped kerbs and blocking their driveways so they are unable to get their vehicles out. Please be
considerate when parking your car.

e Do not block neigbours driveways
e Do not trespass on the neighbours gardens
e Do not block the pavements so people need to walk in the road to get past

If there are no spaces, please park further away and walk the extra distance.
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FUNDRAISING
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= Traditional clothing

e Duvets & pillows

s Single shoes

. m statione!

. -a-brac & e cal items

* Good guality clean clothing
(adult's, children's, baby)

-
* Hafs & scarves
e Belis

* Fashlon accessories
e Swimwear, lingerie
. dewel\ery

* Perfumes

pets, mats, curtains
ene temns, diopers
Linen & fowels

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL BY GIVING
AWAY YOUR UNWANTED CLOTHES

X WE DONT ACCEPT

Medway

FREE ACTIVITIES DURING
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Click here for information



https://go.medway.gov.uk/
https://go.medway.gov.uk/

Catapults — Know the law

Catapults can be
classed as offensive
weapons. - -

If you carry one

in public without a
reasonable excuse, you
could face up to four
years in prison.

If you use it to threaten or injure someone, or
damage property, the penalties could be even higher.

Is it worth it?

Remember — A criminal record can change your life.
» You may not be offered a college or university place.

» Getting a job will be more difficult.

« It can even prevent you from travelling to some countries.

Rapot a sonmagent crime onbos www. kent. police.ul/ report
Tak %0 us on LiveChat = el bbbl 24/7 www. kentpolice.uk /contact
In an eereegancy, ¥ ome & in progress o [fa & i danger <l 999

1f you have 2 haoring or speech mpairment, use our textphone seovice 18000,
Or teat us on 999 If you've pre—regatered with the emergency SVIS service.

= Kent
[ Police

Tuesday 7" April - Thursday 16™ April 2026
08:30AM - 15:30PM

Year1-7 (ages 5-12)

Maundene Primary School,
Swallows Rise,
Walderslade, Chatham
MES5 7QB

ACTIVITIES

» Dodgeball

« Football

» Structured Free Play
+ Handball

s Strike & Field Games
» Tagging Games

« Basketball / Netball
« Mini Golf FRIDAY

+ & Much more!

Free spaces available
via MedwayGo.
*Eligibility required.

Monday 13" April
to
Thursday 16" April
09:00am - 15:00pm

BOOK HERE!!

Discounts
& support
available

BOOK HERE!

O)iamieweidpesporteovk (5) @idpesportkent ({10 PE & Sport - Kent

Registerad

Medway'

Free spaces available
via MedwayGo.
*Eligibility required.

Monday 13" April

Tuesday 7 April - Friday 17™ April 2026
08:30AM - 15:30PM

Year 1-7 (ages 5-12)

Fairview Community Primary School,
Drewery Drive,

Wigmore, Gillingham

to
Thursday 16% April

09:00am - 15:00pm

ACTIVITIES :

Discounts
& support

+ Football available

» Structured Free Play
« Handball -BOOK HERE!
» Strike & Field Games

+ Tagging Games
+ Basketball / Netball

e
. T‘
https:/ /idpe-sport.classforkids.io/camp/167 Ofridics

A FREE FUN-FOR-ALL FESTIVAL,
INCLUSIVE OF A FIRST TEAM
OPEN TRAINING SESSION,
FOOTBALL AND NON-

FOOTBALL ACTIVITIES FOR THE

THURSDAY 16™ APRIL
MEMS PRIESTFIELD

STADIUM
1.15AM - 3PM

OPEN TRAINING SESSION
PENALTY SHOOTOUT

NERF GUNS

FIRST TEAM SIGNING STATION
EFL TROPHIES

MEET TOMMY

PANINI SWAP STATION
FOOTBALL DARTS

PRIZES TO BE WON

AND MUCH MORE!

QEEBOOOTEé GILLINGHAMFC
o FOUNDATION ’
FZEFL | utilital

OFFICIAL SUPPORTER



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScfPZtSe8eyKZOXTGlqLUEhL6R45YoSP/view
https://outlook.office.com/book/SCITTInformationEvening@kcsp.org.uk/s/Wf9DIEkX4keWr0mbx74GDA2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYwBQsoJdQL37eG5r4nyO_232PDZiod-/view
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Welcome everyone to the big week of our salvation. We have begun Holy Week and we
now accompany Jesus in his last days. Today we witness him enter his Holy City
humbly, and yet triumphantly for those with eyes to see. Today we carry our palms and
we will keep them in our homes during the coming year. Many Catholics will place
then behind the Crucifix which is hung in a place of honour in the home. Whenever we
look at those palms we will recall Christ

ing on his donkey making his entry into the
city which would be the place where he would inaugurate the Kingdom of God and
open the gates of heaven. This is brought home to us in a very concrete way in our
celebration of the Eucharist where time past, present and future come together on our

altar. Mass sheets will be available for each celebration (Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday) at the back of the church.

Also, I thought 1 would share with you some of the details of the upcoming
Feast of St Simon Stock Weekend. We plan to make a parish pilgrimage to Aylesford
Priory on Sunday the 10th May after 11am Mass. Those who do not plan to walk are
invited to meet us at the Friars where we will pray together as a parish. There will be
the normal 6pm Mass at the Church on the evening of the 16th of May. On Sunday, 17%
May, I will combine the 9:00am & 11:00am Mass, to a joint Mass at 10:00am. This will
give us the opportunity to commence the Celebration on the Church Field earlier than
normal. The one Mass will also help to foster Parish togetherness. I would very much
like the Sunday Mass especially the homily, to include contributions from individuals
from within the congregation, who are able to speak about their St Simon Stock
experience, memories, and what our Church means to them. This can be someone who
has been attending the Church for a long or short time, it's the message that they convey
which is important. Anyone who wishes to do this, speak with me or Deacon Martin
for further details. There will be a BBQ, and the opportunity for everyone to bring food
and drink, so please put the dates in your diary, further details will be supplied in due

course. Fi joze

Fr Joseph Donkor, 5, Bleakwood Road, Walderslade, Kent. MES ONE. Email: josephdonkor @rcaos.org.uk.
Deacon Martin Smith: martinsmith@® rcaos.org.uk.
Please note: Parish Office is located in the new church extension
Tel: 01634 862910. Mob: 07305 831925, Website. www.
Email: walderslade@rcaos.org.uk
Primary schools St Benedict’s Mrs. S. L McAlpine 01634 669700
St Thomas More  Mrs. P Le Breton 01634 864701



http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-03-29-Newsletter.pdf

