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St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 Last Friday, our SBA Race Night proved to be a brilliant evening of racing, fun and fundraising. Together, we 

raised an incredible £1,294! Thank you so much to everyone who came along,  

supported, sponsored races or horses and helped make it a successful event. 

 

We are thrilled to announce that St Benedict’s has achieved the Developer Level of  

the Oscar Romero Award. This is a prestigious, national award recognising our 

commitment to social justice. Only 40 schools across the UK have reached this level, 

so it’s a real honour.  The award recognises how we embed the Catholic Social  

Teaching principles into the very fabric of our school community and ethos –  

from our strategic planning and curriculum, to our daily activities. 

 

A comment from our validator’s report: 

 ‘Everyone I spoke to, parents, governors, staff as well as pupils showed a great deal of pride in being 

members of the community and grateful to be in a school where equality and fairness of opportunity 

are integral to what the school stands for.’ 

 

On Wednesday, Year 6 completed their Big Lenten Walk Challenge, walking from school to our parish 

church, St Simon Stock. Thank you to Fr. Joseph for joining us and leading a special time of Eucharistic 

Adoration. We reflected on the words: ‘learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart’ (Matthew 11:29). 

So far, we have raised £505 to fight global poverty. If you’d like to sponsor us, it’s not too late – visit our 

fundraising page: https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk  

 

Sport wise… Year 5 represented St. Benedict’s at the Mini Youth Games Netball event at Medway Park – well 

done to all involved! Our school football team won our home match against Byron Primary School with a 

fantastic 6:2 score. Sixteen enthusiastic Year 5 pupils have now completed their Playground Leaders Training. 

We look forward to the positive impact and fun activities they’ll bring to our lunchtimes. 

 

We ended the week with a fabulous Rocksteady concert, celebrating our children’s musical talents. Well 

done to all our performers! 

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

Mrs. McAlpine 

 

 

Prayer of the Month – March  
 

Let us pray that nations move toward 

effective disarmament, particularly 

nuclear disarmament, and that world 

leaders choose the path of dialogue 

and diplomacy instead of violence. 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 21st March 2026 

5th Sunday of Lent 

 

John 11: 1- 45 

“Compassion for the suffering is the 

beginning of holiness.” 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
 

 
Family Lenten Prayer 

Open our hearts to your word, O Lord, that we 

may be renewed 

Open our hands to receive and to give, that 

we may be replenished 

Open our minds to the silence of Your 

presence, that we may be refreshed – Amen 

 

https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 

  

 
 

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

 
 

Thursday 26th March 

Monday 30th March 

Tuesday 31st March  

 

Please book via the ParentMail form. 

 

 

Worried about something you 

have seen or heard?  

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 23rd March 

2pm Football Match Home V Napier Primary 

School 
 

Wednesday 25th March  

Cross Country Event 
 

Thursday 26th March  

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Saturday 28th March 

Easter Fayre 
 

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Stations of the Cross  

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Tuesday 31st March 

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Wednesday 1st April  

Gifts from God Achievement Assembly  

(for invited parents)  

2pm Passion Play 

6 pm Passion Play  
 

Thursday 2nd April 

9.10am -10.10am Pre-schooler Craft and Play  

2pm School Finishes 

 

3rd April-17th April  

Easter Break 

 

Thursday 23rd April  

Unwanted clothes collection 

9.10am ‘Sleep’ Coffee/tea morning with 

Educational Psychologist Team 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

               
 

 

                    
 

 

                  

Year 1 

Learner: Well done Momore for starting to 

use signing to communicate. We’re very 

proud of you. 

 

Superstar: Tonia, you understood the 

importance of forgiveness in the parable of 

‘The Lost Son’ in our R.E. lessons. This is 

also something you show in your everyday 

life, through your compassionate relationship 

with others. 

 

Year 2 

Learner: Amelia has worked so hard this 

week as always and has produced a fantastic 

setting description using some amazing 

vocabulary. Well done, Amelia. 

 

Superstar: Adira has been a star pupil 

again this week in R.E. showing how 

important it is to say sorry and to show 

forgiveness. Well done, Adira! 

 

 

Year 3 

Learner:  Emilia. S for being a super 

science learner this week investigating 

the magnetic properties of a variety of 

materials. 

 

Superstar: Alissa for having a big 

forgiving heart as well as giving some 

great responses in our R.E. lessons about 

the importance of saying sorry as well as 

being forgiving. 

 

. 

 

 
Year 4 

Learner: Anjola, I have been so 

impressed with your problem-solving 

skills involving fractions this week. Well 

done – you showed great perseverance. 

 

Superstar: Thank you Elisha for 

listening so carefully and always being 

prepared and ready to learn. I can rely on 

you in our year 4 team. 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Lilah for 

her fantastic contributions to Maths lessons this 

week! You have been amazing at converting 

fractions, decimals and percentages! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar of the week is Aiva-

Rose for her detailed and thoughtful poem 

where she included figurative language 

effectively.  

 

 

Year 6 

Learner: This certificate is awarded to George, our Learner of the Week, for making 

fantastic progress in Maths. His hard work and resilience and sheer determination are 

clearly paying off, as reflected in his excellent test results this week. Well done, 

George—keep up the great work! 

 

Superstar: Our Superstar of the Week is Alice, who is also being recognised for her 

positive attitude towards her Maths learning. As a result of her hard work, she has 

achieved fantastic results and made excellent progress. Alice, we are very proud of 

you—well done! 

 

 

Year R 

Learner: Divine for brilliant explanations 

during Drawing Club. Your imagination is 

amazing!  

 

Superstar: Molly for being able to explain 

the importance of saying sorry and 

forgiving others when they have made a 

mistake. Well done! 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Attendance Winners Last Week 
                

             1st 
     Year 1   99.29% 

 
 

    2nd   Year 3    98.71% 

 

           3rd   Year 4    97.5 % 

 

 

 

 

 
                        

Missio Boxes  
 

Please collect up any loose change for the 

Missio boxes.  The filled boxes can be 

returned to school after the Easter break.  

 

 
 

                 Times Table Rock Stars 
 

Fastest   Rocco Y5 

Highest   Rocco Y5  

Most Improved  Medeea   Y5      

Star    Nife Y5         
 

 
 

 

Empty Ink Cartridges  

 
Please bring in any used ink cartridges from 

your home printer for recycling for a local 

charity, the Q- ship Society. 

 

There is a collection box at the reception 

desk. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

Catholic Social 

Teaching Principle Next Week 
 

 

 Value of the week  

Next week  

 

 
 
 

We follow the teachings of Jesus. 

 
 



  

 

Year 6 Big Lent Walk  

 

It’s not too late to 

donate! 

 

https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk


 

  

 

  

 

 



 

  

 

                                                                                                                                          

 

Football  

St. Benedict’s V Byron    



 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  
 



  

 

Oscar Romero Award 
 

 
 

We are proud to have received The Oscar Romero Award. 

 
Well done to Olive, Tobi, Olivia, Ralph and Isabelle, the five  

entrants to the Royal Academy of Arts Summer Show for their  

fantastic submissions.  We have such talented children at  

our school! 

The submission deadline  

has now passed. 

 

       

 



 

  

 

 

 
Lenten Pre-Schooler Craft and Play: Thursday 2nd April at 9:10 am - 10am 

Pre - school children are invited to come into school at 9:10 am to 10 am on Thursday 2nd April with 

their parent or carers.  Enjoy a morning of Lenten arts, crafts and story time organised by our Pupil 

Chaplains.  Refreshments will be available. 

Please call or e-mail the school 01634 669700 if you would like to attend this session.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Lunchtime Clubs 

Raisin lava lamps  



  

 

 

 

 



  

Year 1 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 Year  Forest School  

 

Parish News 
 

 
 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you interested in becoming a Teacher? 

 
Please see below for various routes in to teaching that are being supported by Kent Catholic Schools’ Partnership 

(KCSP) 

Degree offer – Online information evening – 02.03.26 (6:00 – 7:00pm) 

KCSP is delighted to be partnering with the University of Buckingham to offer exciting and innovative work-based 

degrees especially designed for those who would like to take the first step on the pathway to a teaching career. 

 

To find out more about these exciting opportunities, please join KCSP’s online information session, taking place on the 

evening Monday, 2nd March at 6:00pm.  For further details and a link to book – please follow this link. 

 

School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) – Online information evening – 10.03.26 (6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Are you thinking of becoming a teacher and already hold a degree?   

Join KCSP’s online information evening where you will be able to find out more about our Teacher Training 

Programme, including fees, funding and how to apply. Register here. 

Early Years Initial Teacher Training Programme 

Through KCSP’s partnership with the Best Practice Network, we would like to share an opportunity to access a fully 

funded Graduate Entry route into Teacher training to become a qualified Early Years Teacher.  The 12-month 

programme comprises of monthly training days, placements and building an e-Portfolio of evidence for assessment.  

Please follow this link for further information, including entry requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wraparound Care 

Are you looking for before and after school childcare that 

works for you? 

 
Monday – Friday 

Opens at 7:30am 

Closes at 5:30pm 
 

To book, please contact the school office (01634 669700 or office@st-

benedicts.medway.sch.uk)  

 

 

 

 

Noku - I have loved 

all the activities, 

especially playing 

with the puppets 

Hezekaih – I love 

playing football 

and basketball 

outside. 

Grace - I enjoyed 

playing with the 

loom bands and 

making bracelets 

Reggie -I like 

making dens 

using blankets 

Olivia -I like 

drawing and 

making pictures 

for my mum and 

dad. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScfPZtSe8eyKZOXTGlqLUEhL6R45YoSP/view
https://outlook.office.com/book/SCITTInformationEvening@kcsp.org.uk/s/Wf9DIEkX4keWr0mbx74GDA2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYwBQsoJdQL37eG5r4nyO_232PDZiod-/view
mailto:office@st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk


 

  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 



 

  

 



 
Parish News 

 

 
 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-03-15-Newsletter.pdf

