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St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

  Last week ended on a creative high with our hugely successful Crafternoon, organised and run by 

our wonderful SBA volunteers. The children loved the variety of crafts on offer and we are so 

grateful to the dedicated team of parents who made the event possible.  
 

We began this week with a lovely Reconciliation Service led by Fr. Joseph  

and our Year 6 pupils. This special time allowed our juniors to reflect during  

this Lenten season—a period of prayer, fasting and giving alms. Each class  

has now chosen a Lenten project inspired by one of the Catholic Social  

Teaching principles, focusing on how we can stand in solidarity with our  

local and global family. 
 

We were delighted to welcome representatives from CAFOD, one of the charities we support. They 

shared inspiring stories about their work and explained why this Lent’s fundraising is focused on 

‘floating gardens’. Some classes participated in hands-on workshops to explore this theme even 

further. 
 

Yesterday, our school was filled with excitement as children dressed up as their favourite book 

characters. The costumes were fantastic and there was lots of chatter in the playground about 

everyone’s favourite stories. Thank you to all parents for your wonderful effort and for joining us at 

the parade—it truly made the day special! 
 

Today, Years 3 and 4 visited Lordswood Library to enjoy the dance performance ‘Story Detectives’. 

Pupils journeyed through the library, solving puzzles and discovering new books. We look forward to 

reading the hero and villain stories they’ll write, inspired by this adventure! 

 

Next week, we’re excited for our musical performances at Chatham Central Theatre and 

celebrating British Science Week with hands-on activities and workshops. 

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

 

Mrs McAlpine 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Month – March  
 

Let us pray that nations move toward 

effective disarmament, particularly 

nuclear disarmament, and that world 

leaders choose the path of dialogue 

and diplomacy instead of violence. 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 8th March 2026 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

 

John 4: 5-42 

“God’s love is a spring of living water 

which flows constantly into the hearts of 

those who pray.” St Louis de Montfort 

 

 
Family Lenten Prayer 

Open our hearts to your word, O Lord, that we 

may be renewed 

Open our hands to receive and to give, that 

we may be replenished 

Open our minds to the silence of Your 

presence, that we may be refreshed – Amen 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

Monday 9th March  

Recorder/Ukulele Ensemble 
 

Thursday 12th March 

9.10 am Year R Assembly 

KS1/KS2 Music Festival 
 

Friday 13th March  

Mother’s Day Shop 

SBA Race Night  
 

Monday 16th March 

Football Match Home V Byron Primary School 
 

Thursday 26th March  

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Saturday 28th March 

Easter Fayre 
 

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Stations of the Cross  

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Tuesday 31st March 

*Family Lenten Meditation 
 

Wednesday 1st April  

Gifts from God Achievement Assembly  

(for invited parents)  

2pm Passion Play 

6 pm Passion Play  
 

Thursday 2nd April 

9.10am -10.10am Pre-schooler Craft and Play  

2pm School Finishes 
 

 

 

3rd April-17th April  

Easter Break 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 
  

 
Worried about something you have seen or heard? 

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

Family Lenten Meditation 
 

 
 

Thursday 26th March 

Monday 30th March 

*Tuesday 31st March (Not 1st April as in Lenten Newsletter) 

 

Please book via the ParentMail form. 

 

 



  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

               
 

 

                    
 

 

                  

Year R 

Learner: Macey – for super sounding out 

of words independently and spelling them 

in her writing.  

 

Superstar: Kairo for being such a brilliant 

role model to the other children. He 

always follows our school values and we 

are very proud of him.  

 

Year 1 

Learner: Tami- for getting stuck into 

his work and completing a great 

independent piece of writing showing 

the robot’s thoughts. Well done, Tami. 

 

Superstar: Hezekiah- Thank you for 

being an honest and truthful member of 

the class. You are a great role model for 

everyone. 

 
Year 2 

Learner: Harry has blown me away with 

his fantastic writing this week. He worked 

so hard to use similes in his setting 

description and a range of interesting 

vocabulary.  Well done, Harry! 

 

Superstar: Florence has been a model 

student this week demonstrating truth, 

compassion and integrity. Good girl, Flo! 

 

Year 3 

Learner:  Stephanie, for some really 

good maths explanations to the class this 

week. Her confidence and level of detail 

when solving maths problems has really 

impressed me. 

 

Superstar: Reggie for showing our 

school value of Truth by being a very 

honest and truthful member of our class.  

 

Year 4 

Learner: Zion has impressed us this 

week with his independence in maths 

learning – he worked accurately and 

quickly with his tasks on fractions. 

 

Superstar: Gracie you are such a 

superstar, you respect your peers and 

treat everyone with kindness and 

patience. Thank you. 

 

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Regan for 

writing a great standpoint for our Topical Talk 

Festival. He included both sides of the 

arguments when discussing technology in 

sports.  

 

Superstar: Our superstar of the week is Oliver 

for showing our CST value, preferential Option 

for the poor as he collected money to donate to 

those in need in other countries.  

 

Year 6 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Scarlett who has worked extremely hard to 

complete her maths work independently, showing determination and improved focus 

throughout. It has been wonderful to see her confidence grow as she achieved successful 

outcomes. Well done, Scarlett—keep up the fantastic effort! 

 

Superstar: William is our Superstar of the Week, for the maturity and diplomacy he has 

demonstrated among his peers. He has shown excellent judgement and has made 

positive decisions. Well done, William—we are very proud of you! 

 



 

  

 

Attendance Winners Last Week 
                

             1st 
     Year 6 - 99.61 % 

    2nd 
Year 3 – 98.75 %

 

           3rd 
Year 2 – 98.50 % 

                        

No Cello or Ukulele  

Lessons Next Week 

 
Due to the music festivals next 

week, there will be no ukulele or 

cello lessons.   

 

Lessons will continue the following 

week. 

 

 

 

 

                 Times Table Rock Stars 
 

Fastest   Rocco  Year 5  

Highest   Rocco  Year 5   

Most Improved Jessie    Year 4 

Star    Korede Year 5  
 

 
 

 

Empty Ink Cartridges  

 
Please bring in any used ink cartridges from your home 

printer for recycling for a local charity, the Q- ship 

Society. 

 

There is a collection box at the reception desk. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

Catholic Social 

Teaching Principle 
 

 

 Value of the week  

Next week  

 

 
We are kind and listen to others. 

 

 
 

 

 



  

Crafternoon 



 

  

 



 

  

 

  

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

  

 



 

 

 

Lunchtime Clubs 

 

In Geography Club this week, we 

learnt about the continent of 

Africa.  We explored beautiful 

African patterns and made our 

own! Stephanie even brought in 

a stunning traditional outfit from 

Ghana. 



  

 

Kids Online Safety  
New kids online safety website launched as part of government campaign 

 

A new government website was launched on 16 February 2026 to support families and encourage 

regular conversations about what they’re seeing online, asking simple questions, like “who shared this” 

and “why?”. Based on parents’ main concerns and needs, it provides: 

• tips for parents’ conversations with their children 

• actions to support each stage of their child’s life 

• parental controls information 

 

This also contains signposting to trusted resources from charities and third parties, where parents can 

access other forms of support (like speaking to an expert). The website will continue to grow and be 

developed this year 

 

Kids online safety with parents. 

 

    

 
 

Please sponsor St. Francis Class’ Big Lent Walk! 

 

This Lent, we're walking 200km over 40 days in solidarity with those who walk miles each day just 

to access safe water. 

 

Your sponsorship will help bring clean, safe water to communities around the world. This Lenten 

challenge is really important to us and your support would mean so much. 

 

Will you support our walk? 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk  
 

 

https://kcsp.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a37fb54963c6422f851bf29ff&id=2b4d80b691&e=e9f80d323b
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-francis-class-big-lent-walk


  

Year 1 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 Year  Forest School  

 

Parish News 
 

 
 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you interested in becoming a Teacher? 

 
Please see below for various routes in to teaching that are being supported by Kent Catholic Schools’ Partnership 

(KCSP) 

Degree offer – Online information evening – 02.03.26 (6:00 – 7:00pm) 

KCSP is delighted to be partnering with the University of Buckingham to offer exciting and innovative work-based 

degrees especially designed for those who would like to take the first step on the pathway to a teaching career. 

 

To find out more about these exciting opportunities, please join KCSP’s online information session, taking place on the 

evening Monday, 2nd March at 6:00pm.  For further details and a link to book – please follow this link. 

 

School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) – Online information evening – 10.03.26 (6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Are you thinking of becoming a teacher and already hold a degree?   

Join KCSP’s online information evening where you will be able to find out more about our Teacher Training 

Programme, including fees, funding and how to apply. Register here. 

Early Years Initial Teacher Training Programme 

Through KCSP’s partnership with the Best Practice Network, we would like to share an opportunity to access a fully 

funded Graduate Entry route into Teacher training to become a qualified Early Years Teacher.  The 12-month 

programme comprises of monthly training days, placements and building an e-Portfolio of evidence for assessment.  

Please follow this link for further information, including entry requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wraparound Care 

Are you looking for before and after school childcare that 

works for you? 

 
Monday – Friday 

Opens at 7:30am 

Closes at 5:30pm 
 

To book, please contact the school office (01634 669700 or office@st-

benedicts.medway.sch.uk)  

 

 

 

 

Noku - I have loved 

all the activities, 

especially playing 

with the puppets 

Hezekaih – I love 

playing football 

and basketball 

outside. 

Grace - I enjoyed 

playing with the 

loom bands and 

making bracelets 

Reggie -I like 

making dens 

using blankets 

Olivia -I like 

drawing and 

making pictures 

for my mum and 

dad. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScfPZtSe8eyKZOXTGlqLUEhL6R45YoSP/view
https://outlook.office.com/book/SCITTInformationEvening@kcsp.org.uk/s/Wf9DIEkX4keWr0mbx74GDA2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYwBQsoJdQL37eG5r4nyO_232PDZiod-/view
mailto:office@st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk


 

  

 

 

 

Year 1 and 2 have been whittling 

sticks to make book characters. 

 



  

 

 

 



 

 

  

  

 

  

This is a reminder that the pictures of mum drawn by pupils from Years R, 1 and 2 

are in a special supplement to be carried in your local KM Media Group 

newspaper next week on March 12th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to those who have named a horse 

for our race night.  There are a few horses 

remaining without a name.  Please speak to 

your class rep to find out how to be in with a 

chance to win a prize. 

 

ON SALE NOW: 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/st-benedicts-

association/index.cfm 

 

Mothers Day Shop - Sales close - 11th March at 

9pm 

Race Night Tickets - Sales close - 12th March 

at Midday 

Easter Fayre - sign up to volunteer on a school 

stall 

Wonder Bars for Easter - pre sale close - 25th 

March at 5pm 

 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/st-benedicts-association/index.cfm
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/st-benedicts-association/index.cfm


 
Parish News 

 

 
 

 

 

https://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-03-01-Newsletter.pdf

