
     

 

  

Newsletter No 21 
Friday 13th February 2026 

 
      

 

St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 It’s been a fantastic week at St. Benedict’s filled with exciting learning and a number of wonderful 

opportunities that have really brought our curriculum to life. The children have approached every 

experience with enthusiasm, curiosity and great teamwork.  
 

This week, we celebrated Children’s Mental Health Week, exploring the theme ‘This is my Place’. Children 

reflected on what belonging means, how we can help others feel accepted and understood, and the 

positive impact this has on mental health. Selected pupils represented our school at the Medway Children’s 

Mental Health Event at Lordswood Leisure Centre, hosted by Henry Molyneux from Chatham FC. Activities 

included NERF and a Silent Disco! To help families use the Five Ways to Wellbeing to build belonging every 

day, click here for simple, practical tips.  
 

To further support our children’s health, wellbeing and sense of community, we have signed up to become a 

parkrun primary. Look out for details later in this newsletter on how families can get involved. 
 

On Tuesday, children across the school took part in Safer Internet Day activities. Each class engaged in 

age-appropriate lessons focusing on making smart, safe choices online, thinking critically about digital 

content, how to use AI safely and what to do if they don't feel safe online. We encourage you to continue 

these important conversations at home.  
 

Our school football team had an exciting away match. Congratulations to Woodlands for their 4:2 win and 

well done to our goal scorers, Euan and Olly! 
 

Cross-country runners enjoyed this week’s event—running club is really helping everyone improve their pace! 
 

Well done to St. Bernadette’s Class for a beautiful assembly on St. Valentine, highlighting the many ways we 

can show love and kindness.  
 

Congratulations to all the children who received certificates today for living out our school values. We are so 

proud of you.  
 

It has been lovely to welcome St. Joseph’s parents and carers for their Open Evening, Pancake Race and 

today’s Lunar New Year parade.  
 

Wishing all families, a restful and enjoyable half-term break.  

 

Mrs McAlpine 

 

     

                          

 

 

Prayer of the Month – February 
Let us pray that children suffering from 

incurable diseases and their families 

receive the necessary medical care 

and support, never losing strength and 

hope. 

 

 

Sunday 15th February 2026 

 
Matthew 5: 17 - 37 

Jesus said, “Whoever practises and 

teaches these commands, will be 

called great in the kingdom of 

heaven.”  

 

https://www.st-benedicts.medway.sch.uk/admin/sites/page/parents/mental-health-and-wellbeing


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 

 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  

 

Monday 23rd February 

INSET Day (No children attend school) 
 

Tuesday 24th February 

Children return to school  
 

Wednesday 25th February 

8.50 am Year 1 Phonic Check Talk  

9.10 am Year 1 Assembly 

3.30pm-7pm Years 1-6 Parents Evening  
 

Friday 27th February 

TAG DAY KS1 Chocolates KS2 Bottles 

3:20 – 4.20 pm SBA Crafternoon  

(Bookable event) 
 

Wednesday 4th March  

Cross Country Event 
 

Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day   

Children may dress up as a book character 
 

Monday 9th March  

Recorder/Ukulele Ensemble 
 

Thursday 12th March 

9.10 am Year R Assembly 

KS1/KS2 Music Festival 
 

Friday 13th March  

Mother’s Day Shop 

SBA Race Night  
 

Monday 16th March 

Football Match Home V Byron Primary School 
 

Saturday 28th March 

Easter Fayre 
 

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Stations of the Cross  
*(Not on 13th March as on previous newsletter) 

 

Wednesday 1st April  

Gifts from God Achievement Assembly  

(for invited parents)  

2pm Passion Play 

6 pm Passion Play  
 

Thursday 2nd April 

2pm School Finishes 
 

3rd April-17th April  

Easter Break 

 
 

 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 
  

 
Worried about something you have seen or heard? 

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

TAG Day Friday 27th February 
Children may wear their own clothes on Friday 

27th February in return for items for the Easter 

Fayre. 

 

Children in KS1 Infants -Chocolate items  

Children in KS2 Juniors – Bottles of drink 

 

   



  

 

 

  

  

  

 

Year 6 Year 5  

Year 4  Year 3 

Year 2 Year 1  

Year R  



   

 

Attendance Winners Last Week 
            

1st 
                 97.81 % Year 6 
 

             

2nd 

                   97.5% Year 4 

           

3rd 
97% Year 3 

 

Donate Your Unwanted 

Christmas Presents  

or Gift Bags 

Do you have unwanted 

Christmas presents? 

If there are items that are 

going to sit in drawers or 

cupboards, then why hang on 

to them?  

By supporting our fundraising, 

you can pass on your 

unwanted items guilt free; 

win-win! 

Please donate and recycle: 

• Sealed unwanted 

Christmas presents 

• Gift bags 

 

 

 

 

Crafternoon 
 

 

 
 

Friday 27th February 

3:20pm – 4:20pm 

£5 includes a snack  

and take-home craft 

creations. 
 

 

 

                 Times Table Rock Stars 
 

Fastest   Frankie Year 5 

   

Highest   Audrielle Year 4  

 

Most Improved  Zion Year 4 

   

Star    Nife Year 5 

 

 
 

 

 

Empty Ink Cartridges  

 
Please bring in any used 

ink cartridges from your 

home printer for recycling 

for a local charity, the Q- 

ship Society. 

 

There is a collection box at 

the reception desk. 

 

Thank you 

 

 
 



  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

 



Year 4 

 

  

   

Y6 Safer Internet Day 

 

 

CLICK HERE 

Tips for parents and carers. 

As part of Safer Internet Day 2026, we have been 
discussing the safe and responsible uses of AI. We 
learnt that AI hallucinations mean that AI makes up 
facts, dates or events because it 'thinks' it fits a 
pattern. This can affect the accuracy of information 
we read online (Nancy and Nii Okai, Year 6). 
 
 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers
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Are you interested in becoming a Teacher? 

 
Please see below for various routes in to teaching that are being supported by Kent Catholic Schools’ Partnership 

(KCSP) 

Degree offer – Online information evening – 02.03.26 (6:00 – 7:00pm) 

KCSP is delighted to be partnering with the University of Buckingham to offer exciting and innovative work-based 

degrees especially designed for those who would like to take the first step on the pathway to a teaching career. 

 

To find out more about these exciting opportunities, please join KCSP’s online information session, taking place on the 

evening Monday, 2nd March at 6:00pm.  For further details and a link to book – please follow this link. 

 

School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) – Online information evening – 10.03.26 (6:00 – 6:30pm) 

Are you thinking of becoming a teacher and already hold a degree?   

Join KCSP’s online information evening where you will be able to find out more about our Teacher Training 

Programme, including fees, funding and how to apply. Register here. 

Early Years Initial Teacher Training Programme 

Through KCSP’s partnership with the Best Practice Network, we would like to share an opportunity to access a fully 

funded Graduate Entry route into Teacher training to become a qualified Early Years Teacher.  The 12-month 

programme comprises of monthly training days, placements and building an e-Portfolio of evidence for assessment.  

Please follow this link for further information, including entry requirements. 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScfPZtSe8eyKZOXTGlqLUEhL6R45YoSP/view
https://outlook.office.com/book/SCITTInformationEvening@kcsp.org.uk/s/Wf9DIEkX4keWr0mbx74GDA2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kYwBQsoJdQL37eG5r4nyO_232PDZiod-/view


  

Year 1 

Year 2 
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For Children’s Mental Health Week, Year 

R made ‘wellness wands’ to help 

spread strategies to support our minds.  

Year 1 made elder wood and Hama 

bead bracelets to remind them of 

special places where we experience 

different emotions. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you for giving us Forest 

School. We exercise there to keep 

our bodies strong and our minds 

healthy. 
 

Year R 



  

 

             TICKETS  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/st-benedicts-association/index.cfm
https://stbenedicts118780.sharepoint.com/sites/AdminShared/Shared%20Documents/Admin/Newsletters/Newsletters%202025-2026/St%20Benedict's%20Association
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SBA News 

 

 

Want to be in with a chance to win £100 cash for free??? 

 

Download the easyfundraising app and sign up to our cause. 

 

If just 50 new supporters join our cause this February our charity will receive £250! 

 

To claim your free raffle ticket, download the app and come to the SBA table at parents evening to pick up 

your ticket. 

 

We currently have 17 active members who have raised £99.54 this quarter at no cost to them.   

 

Together we can make a difference.  Invite your friends and families to join our cause too. 

 

Get the app now and choose to support St Benedict’s Association, Chatham once installed: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-

app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-

bonus-feb26-fb1 

 

 

Crafternoon 
Our first child event for 2026 is happening on Friday 27th February.  

Years 1 to 6 only 

(Year R will take part in a craft during their school day - so do not need to book). 

 

Limited spaces available, book your tickets on our events page ASAP to avoid disappointment. 

 

The password to book tickets it  

Craft2026 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-bonus-feb26-fb1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-bonus-feb26-fb1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app/?causeId=&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=pta-bonus-feb26-fb1
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/st-benedicts-association/index.cfm


 
Parish News 

 
 

 
 

Parish Newsletter 
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