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St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 Last week ended with a splash as our Year 6 pupils competed at Medway Park for the Mini Youth Game 
Swimming Tournament. The children had a fantastic day, showing both superb teamwork and impeccable 
behaviour. The individual races were so exciting to watch and we were thrilled to achieve 7th place out of 
35 teams in the freestyle relay! Well done to all who took part and a special thank you to Mrs Pastore, one 
of our governors, for supporting the team throughout the whole day. 
 
This week, children in Years 5 and 6 represented our school at the Medway Primary Schools Cross Country 
Event, held at Cliffe Woods. Despite the rain and muddy conditions, the children gave their best effort and 
demonstrated amazing determination. We are so proud of your commitment and perseverance! 
 
Year 5 have started their Topical Talk sessions, which are designed to develop critical thinking and 
communication skills by discussing current affairs. They connected with international peers sharing their 

perspectives on sports technology. We received a special shout out from The Economist Educational 
Foundation. Next week, the children will focus on The Winter Games exploring how engineering and digital 
innovation are reshaping the games we love.  
 
Yesterday, St. Therese Class (Year 4) had the opportunity to visit a local Gurdwara. The children learnt 
about Sikh beliefs, history and values, and enjoyed a tour of the prayer hall and communal kitchen. It was a 
fantastic way to enrich their understanding of different faiths and cultures. 
 
Tonight, St. Francis Class will have a once-in-a-lifetime experience performing at the O2 Arena as part of 
the Young Voices Choir 2026. We wish them a wonderful evening filled with music, song and dance! We 
look forward to sharing photos and highlights in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Have a blessed weekend, 
 
Mrs. McAlpine 
 
 

 

 

 
     

                          

 

 

Prayer of the Month – January 

 
 Let us pray that the Word of God may 

be nourishment for our lives and a 

source of hope in our communities, 

helping us to build a more fraternal 

and missionary Church. 

 

 

Sunday 25th January 2026 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Matthew 4: 12 - 23 

‘Follow me and I will make you 

fishers of people.’ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 

 

Tuesday 27th January 

8.40 am Y4 & Y5 Learning Log Showcase 

 

Wednesday 28th January  

9.10 am Year 5 Assembly 

6 pm SBA Meeting at school (All welcome) 
 

Friday 6th February  

Sponsored Walk Year R (No spectators) 
 

Wednesday 11th February 

Cross Country Swingate 
 

Thursday 12th February 

9.10 am Year 2 Assembly 

2.40 pm Year R Pancake Race  

(YR parents invited) 
 

Friday 13th February  

2.40pm Year R Chinese New Year Parade  

(YR parents invited)  

 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  

 
 

Monday 23rd February  

INSET Day (No children Attend School) 
 

Tuesday 24th February 

Children return to school  
 

Wednesday 25th February 

8.50 am Year 1 Phonic Check Talk  

9.10 am Year 1 Assembly 
 

Monday 9th March  

Recorder/Ukulele Ensemble 
 

Thursday 12th March 

9.10 am Year R Assembly 

KS1/KS2 Music Festival 
 

Friday 13th March  

Mother’s Day Shop 

SBA Race Night  
  

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
 

Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 

 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 

         

 
 

 

 
Key Assessment Dates 

Key stage 2 tests (Year 6) 

The statutory key stage 2 tests are timetabled from Monday 11 May to Thursday 

14 May 2026. 

Multiplication tables check (Year 4) 

Schools must administer the multiplication tables check within the 2-week period 

from Monday 1 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026.  

Phonics screening check (Year 1) 

Schools must administer the phonics screening check within the 1-week period 

from Monday 8 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026. 

  

 
Worried about something you have seen or heard? 

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

 

Message from SBA  
 

Hi, we wanted to remind everyone of the SBA 

Meeting at the school next  

Wednesday 28th January @ 6pm. 

We have many events coming up, and things to 

plan and work on. Please feel free to come 

along and join in with ideas and plans        

 



  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 1 

Learner: Oscar- Well done for your great ideas 

and use of adjectives when describing Traction 

Man. 

 

SuperStar: Chloe F- Thank you for being a 

kind, caring and forgiving member of our class. 

 

 

 Year 2 

Learner: I have been so impressed with 

Harry’s writing this week. He produced a 

fantastic news report about the Lonely 

Beast. Well done, Harry! 

 

Superstar: Roseanna has been a fantastic 

friend to everyone this week. She is always 

compassionate, forgiving and caring. 

Thank you, Roseanna.  

 

 

 

Year 3 
Learner:  Callum for always giving 100% effort in 
all of his learning. I was particularly impressed 

with his Maths participation in lessons this week. 

Keep it up Callum. 

 
Superstar: Cleo for showing our school value of 

forgiveness by being so kind hearted, caring and 

super! Thank you, Cleo. 

 

Year 4 

Learner: Amirah- you have shown great 

resilience and determination this week with 

column multiplication. You never gave up, 

kept practicing and are now an expert! 

 

Superstar: Elena - just like Edward Tulane 

you are an ‘exceptional specimen’ – you show 

true kindness and have a forgiving nature to 

those around you. Thank you for being you! 

 

 

Year 5 

Learner:  Our learner of the week is 

Cameron for impressing us all with his 

Geography skills! He was able to name, 

and spell, 169 countries by shape and only 

stopped when the time ran out! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar this week is Lily 

G for always thinking of others and helping 

out whenever she can. You are a real 

superstar for our class and our school! 

 

 

Year 6 

Learner: Heavenly is our Learner of the Week for her determination to improve her 

weekly reading comprehension score and for showing progress in her learning. Keep it 

up, Heavenly! 

 

Superstar: Our Superstar this week is Jacob for showing resilience and a positive 

attitude towards overcoming personal challenges, being present in school, and working 

hard every day. Jacob has shown real strength of character and we are very proud of him. 

 

 

 

Year R 

Learner: Rory for super speedy subitising in 

maths this week! We are so proud of you! 

 

Superstar: Reggie for writing beautiful 

sentences independently and focusing on your 

neat letter formation – well done Reggie! 

 

 



  

 Value of the week  

Next week  

 
 

We learn from our 

mistakes and keep trying 

our best. 

 

 
 

 

 

Catholic Social  

Teaching Principle 

 
 

 
 

 

Attendance Winners 

Last Week  
 

1st  
Y1 - 97.93% 

 

2nd 

YR – 97.55% 
 

3rd  
Y4 - 97.19% 

 

 
 

Submission Guidelines 

 

Please bring in any submissions to Mrs Pierce by 

1st March. 
 

 

 

 

Caterlink Pupil Survey  

 
 Please help your child complete the 

Caterlink survey using the link below. 

 

We will provide feedback to schools 

whose pupils complete the survey 

once results have been analysed.  

 

Survey closes on 27th March 2026 

 

Primary Pupil Survey  

Link –  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFT

V 

 

 
 

 Competition Winners 
 
 

 
 

Our school librarians, Leontine, Korede, Nife and Carson, held a competition to create a 

story book over Christmas.  They judged the competition and picked their winners, Rocco, 

Stephanie and Eliana, who received a prize in assembly this morning. 

https://yass.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/2026/YASS-Submission-Guidance.pdf?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LM_YASSEntriesNowOpen_d_YASS_12012025&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV


 

 

‘The coach driver told Mrs Read that the 

children were the most polite and friendly 

passengers he had ever had!’ 

 

 



Year 4 

 

  

  

Sporting  Events  

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

St Joseph’s class enjoyed counting and 

identifying different vehicles that went 

past our school! We have been learning 

all about journeys and transport this 

week!  

          



  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Year 1 

Year 2 
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http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-1-18-Newsletter.pdf

