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St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 Thank you to our parents and carers who came to this week's SEN coffee morning. It was wonderful to see 

you and we hope you found the discussions both valuable and supportive. A special thank you to Fortis 

Trust for their time and insights and to Mrs Stuart for organising the event. 

 

World Religion Day takes place every January on the third Sunday of  

the month—this year, it falls on Sunday 18th January. The purpose of  

this day is to promote understanding, peace and tolerance between  

people of all religions and backgrounds.   

 

To mark this important occasion and enrich our ‘Other Faiths’ curriculum, we have organised a series of 

visits and guest speakers throughout the start of this year. Our aim is to give children first-hand 

opportunities to learn about and appreciate the rich diversity of faiths in our community and world. 

 

On Wednesday, St. Francis Class (Year 6) kick-started this with a fascinating talk about Islam and had fun 

practising writing their names in Arabic. 

 

Today, some of our Year 6 pupils proudly represented St Benedict’s at the Medway Mini Youth Games 

Swimming Festival, held at Medway Park. Well done to everyone who took part!  

 

This afternoon saw our very first Rock Steady concert—a fantastic celebration of the children’s learning in 

music. It was a joy to see pupils perform so confidently in front of the whole school and their parents. We 

look forward to many more concerts in the future! 
 

Next week, Year 4 will be visiting a local Gurdwara, Year 5’s Topical Talk Launch lesson takes place, our 

Cross-Country runners will be competing and Year 6 will be performing at the O2.  

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

 

Mrs. McAlpine 
 

 

 

 

 
     

                          

 

 

Prayer of the Month – January 

 
 Let us pray that the Word of God may 

be nourishment for our lives and a 

source of hope in our communities, 

helping us to build a more fraternal 

and missionary Church. 

 

 

Sunday 18th January 2026 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

John 1:29-34  

‘He is the chosen one of God.’ 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 

 

 

Wednesday 21st January  

Cross Country (invited pupils) 
 

Thursday 22nd January 

Guitar Lessons cancelled for this week only. 

Year 4 Trip Gurdwara. 
 

Friday 23rd January 

Young Voices Concert O2 Year 6  
 

Wednesday 28th January  

9.10 am Year 5 Assembly 
 

Wednesday 11th February 

Cross Country Swingate 
 

Thursday 12th February 

9.10 am Year 2 Assembly 

 
 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  

 
 

Monday 23rd February  

INSET Day (No children Attend School) 
 

Tuesday 24th February 

Children return to school  
 

Wednesday 25th February 

9.10 am Year 1 Assembly 
 

Monday 9th March  

Recorder/Ukulele Ensemble 
 

Thursday 12th March 

9.10 am Year R Assembly 

KS1/KS2 Music Festival 
 

Friday 13th March  

Mother’s Day Shop 

SBA Race Night  
  

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
 

Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 

 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 

         

 
 

 

 
Key Assessment Dates 

Key stage 2 tests (Year 6) 

The statutory key stage 2 tests are timetabled from Monday 11 May to Thursday 

14 May 2026. 

Multiplication tables check (Year 4) 

Schools must administer the multiplication tables check within the 2-week period 

from Monday 1 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026.  

Phonics screening check (Year 1) 

Schools must administer the phonics screening check within the 1-week period 

from Monday 8 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026. 

  

 
Worried about something you have seen or heard? 

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

 New Ofsted Report Cards and 

Grades:  A Guide for Parents. 

 

 Guide for Parents 
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Year 1 

Learner: Well Done Isaac for sharing your 

great ideas about our book character, Traction 

Man, throughout the week. 

. 

Superstar: Thank you Rafferty for being a 

compassionate and caring member of St 

Michael’s Class. You are thoughtful and 

always do your best to look after all of your 

friends.  

 

 Year 2 

Learner: Marco has worked incredibly 

hard this week and he has amazed me with 

his ability to calculate when working with 

money. Well done, Marco!  

 

Superstar: Jack has been an incredibly 

hardworking, kind and compassionate 

member of the class this week and he has 

tried so hard to complete his work to a 

high standard. Well done, Jack! 

 

 

Year 3 
Learner: Rae for working hard in English this 

week to use descriptive language for a wintery 
setting! Well done, Rae! 

 

Superstar: Sonny for showing our school value of 

Compassion by being one of the most kindest and 
caring members of our class. He is so thoughtful 

and helpful Thank you Sonny! 

 

 

Year 4 

Learner: Gracie – you worked so hard when 

writing your diary entry this week. You 

ensured you included all the features and used 

key phrases and vocabulary from our book. 

 

Superstar: Malakai – thank you for having 

such a compassionate nature and ensuring your 

friends are supported and encouraged. We 

value you in our year 4 team. 

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Henry 

for writing an effective diary entry in 

English. He adopted the personality of the 

character from our narrative and edited his 

work independently. 

 

Superstar: Our superstar of the week is 

Jasmine for showing compassion by 

consistently asking if she can help in any 

way. Jasmine is eager to carry out jobs and 

have extra responsibilities 

 

Year 6 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Lucca for showing a more focused and improved 

attitude to learning and working very hard across the curriculum. He has made super 

progress in his daily arithmetic scores and has been regularly offering valuable 

contributions in lessons. Keep it up Lucca! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar of the week is Éva for consistently being a compassionate and 

respectful pupil who shows great care for our school environment, her peers and younger 

students. Éva is a wonderful role model for others. Thank you, Éva! 

 

 

Year R 

Learner: Louise for working hard on her 

letter formation this week, showing great 

resilience! Stay fabulous! 

 

Superstar: Chester for making the right 

choices, helping others when they are in need 

and having a mature attitude! We are so proud 

of you! 

 

 



  

 Value of the week  

Next week  

 

 
 

We forgive others when 

they have made a 

mistake. 
 

 

 

Catholic Social  

Teaching Principle 

 

 
 

 

Attendance 

Winners Last 

Week  

 

1st  
Year 1 98.71% 

 

2nd 
Year 3 98.33 % 

 

3rd  
Year 4 97.27% 

 
 

Submission Guidelines 

 

Children aged 4-18 may enter the Young Artists Competition. 

 

Please bring in any submissions to Mrs Pierce by 1st March. 
 

 
 

 

https://yass.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/2026/YASS-Submission-Guidance.pdf?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LM_YASSEntriesNowOpen_d_YASS_12012025&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
https://yass.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/2026/YASS-Submission-Guidance.pdf?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LM_YASSEntriesNowOpen_d_YASS_12012025&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=


  

 

Year 6 Talk on Islam 

 

No Guitar Lesson Next Week 

 
There will be no guitar lessons next 

Thursday.  They will resume the following 

week.  

 

Year 6 Young Voices  
 

Children in Year 6 are busy practising for the O2 

concert next week. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocksteady Concert  



  

Year 1 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 Year  Forest School  

 

Parish News 
 

 
 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 
 

 



  



  

  



Parish News 

 

 
 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-1-11-Newsletter.pdf

