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St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 What a wonderful end to our Autumn term! 

 

Our Annual Junior Carol Concert was a truly magical  

moment—our children shone brightly, filling the hall with  

beautiful singing and festive cheer. A huge well done to  

all our juniors for their incredible performances! A special  

thank you to our past headteacher, Mrs. Salamonczyk, for  

accompanying the children on the piano. Thank you also  

to our dedicated staff for preparing the children so well  

and to all of our families for attending and supporting our school events. Together, we make St. 

Benedict’s a very special place to be. 

 

The Christmas festivities continued throughout this week with our family reading café, Christmas 

campfires, pre-schooler craft and play, a whole school pantomime, Christmas dinner and parties, 

our Crib Service and even a surprise visit from Father Christmas!   

 

The staff and I would like to wish everyone a very merry Christmas filled with peace and hope. 

May this holy season renew our joy and inspire us to bear Christ’s light to all we meet. 

 

School will reopen for the Spring term on Tuesday 6th January. 

 

See you in 2026!  
 

Mrs. McAlpine 

 
 

 

 
     

                          

 

 

 

Prayer of the Month – 

December 
 

 
 

 

Let us pray that Christians living in 

areas of war or conflict, especially 

in the Middle East, might be seeds 

of peace, reconciliation and hope. 

 

Sunday 21st December 2025 
 

 
Matthew 1:18-24  

 

They shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means ‘God is with us.’ 
 

https://young-catholics.com/read-types/the-birth-of-jesus-christ/


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 

 

 
Monday 5th January 2026 

INSET Day (No children to attend school)  
 

 Tuesday 6th January  

Children return to school for Term 3 

2pm Mass  
 

Thursday 8th January  

Used Clothing Collection 
 

Friday 16th January 

Mini Youth Games Swimming (invited pupils) 
 

Wednesday 21st January  

Cross Country (invited pupils) 
 

Friday 23rd January 

Young Voices Concert O2 Year 6  
 

Wednesday 28th January  

9.10 am Year 5 Assembly 
 

Wednesday 11th February 

Cross Country Swingate 
 

Thursday 12th February 

9.10 am Year 2 Assembly 

 
 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  

 
 

Monday 23rd February  

INSET Day (No children Attend School) 
 

Tuesday 24th February 

Children return to school  
 

Wednesday 25th February 

9.10 am Year 1 Assembly 

 

Monday 9th March  

Recorder/Ukulele Ensemble 
 

Thursday 12th March 

9.10 am Year R Assembly 

KS1/KS2 Music Festival 
 

Friday 13th March  

Mother’s Day Shop 

SBA Race Night  
  

Monday 30th March 

9.10am Year 6 Assembly 

 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
 

Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 

 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 
         

 
 

 

 
Key Assessment Dates 

Key stage 2 tests (Year 6) 

The statutory key stage 2 tests are timetabled from Monday 11 May to Thursday 

14 May 2026. 

Multiplication tables check (Year 4) 

Schools must administer the multiplication tables check within the 2-week period 

from Monday 1 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026.  

Phonics screening check (Year 1) 

Schools must administer the phonics screening check within the 1-week period 

from Monday 8 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026. 

  

 
Worried about something you have seen or heard? 

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 



  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 



  

Times Table Rockstars  
 

Fastest                 Frankie Y5 

Highest                Audrielle Y4 

Most Improved           Finn Year 4 

Star of the week         Adam Year Y5 

 

 
 

 House Team Autumn Winners  

 

 

 

St. George’s House 

557 Points 
 

 

Reading Café  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



  

Year 1 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

Pantomime - Aladdin  

 

Thank you 
 

Thank you to the SBA and all volunteers, staff, governors and 

parents, for helping with our Christmas events. 

 

The Grandparents Tea Party raffle raised: £407.00 

 

The Christmas Market raised: £801.50 

 

The SBA raffle raised: £645.00 

 



 

  

 

       

Clear out all your 

unwanted clothing 

over Christmas 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Pupil 

Chaplains who led a 

lovely range of activities 

for our Advent pre-

schooler craft and play 

session. 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to 

the cooks for 

a lovely 

Christmas 

Dinner. 



 

  

 

Christmas Parties  

 



 

 

https://go.medway.gov.uk/book/


 

  

 

 

 

Santa Visit  



 
Medway Parents and Carers Forum  

We are delighted to invite you to our upcoming Embracing Neurodiversity for in Schools day for parents, a special 

event dedicated to raising awareness, sharing support, and celebrating the strengths of neurodivergent children and 

young people. 

Join us for an inspiring and informative day featuring guest speakers from: 

• NELFT (North East London Foundation Trust) 

• Autistic Girls Network 

• Medway Council Child Health Team 

• Medway Community Healthcare (MCH) 

• Early Help – Medway Council 

This event will include: 

• Talks from professionals on neurodiversity, masking, sleep and parenting 

• Opportunities to ask questions and connect with services 

• Information stalls and resources for families 

• A welcoming space to share experiences and build community 

Whether your child has a diagnosis, is awaiting assessment, or you simply want to learn more about neurodiversity, 

this day is for you. 

 

When is the event? 

Friday 23rd January 2026, 10:00-14:00 

 

Where is the event? 

St Margaret's Millenium Centre 

Gatekeeper Chase 

Rainham 

Gillingham 

Kent 

ME8 9BH 

 

Please sign up using the form or QR 

 code below to confirm your  

attendance.  

This will help us gauge expected  

numbers. 

 

Click here to sign up 

 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/k7MkNPGFST


 

Apply for a school place  

for September 2026  

Medway Residents  

https://admissions.medw

ay.gov.uk/Synergy/Admi

ssions.aspx  

 

Now Open  

Apply for a school place  

for September 2026 

Kent Residents  

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/

education-and-

children/schools/school-

places/primary-school-

places  

 

Now Open  

FULL 

FULL 

  Wednesday 7th January                      

9.30am  

FULL 

FULL 
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https://admissions.medway.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://admissions.medway.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places


 

  



 

  

 Year  Forest School  

 

Parish News 
 

 
 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

Click on this link for information 
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