
     

 

  

Newsletter No 14 
Friday 12th December 2025 

 

      
 

St. Benedict’s Catholic   

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 What a wonderful week it’s been here at St Benedict’s! There has been so much to celebrate  

and so many proud moments.  

 

Our infants truly shone, performing ‘The Bethlehem Babe’ with confidence and infectious  

enthusiasm. Despite their young age, they brought the Nativity story to life on stage,  

reminding us all of the joy and spirit of Christmas.  

 

Thank you to everyone who came along and supported our Christmas Market on Wednesday. 

 It was wonderful to see our family community come together and your generosity was  

overwhelming. Every penny raised will be used to enrich our children’s learning experiences  

and provide essential resources. Your support makes a real difference. 

 

Fr. Joseph joined us for our Junior Reconciliation Service. The children reflected on themes 

of kindness and making good choices, with time for prayerful thought. This beautiful service  

helps us to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus. 

 

Yesterday, we hosted our Annual Grandparents’ Tea Party. The school hall was filled with laughter, conversation and 

song as our grandparents enjoyed refreshments, a raffle and of course wonderful singing from their grandchildren. 

We are so grateful for the love and support our grandparents provide – they are an essential part of our school 

family. 

 

A huge thank you to all parents who have supported us this week, whether by helping at events, attending 

performances or contributing to our fundraising. Your involvement is invaluable and very much appreciated. 

 

We are looking forward to the junior carol concert performances next week.  A little reminder that each ticket admits 

one adult.  If you are unable to make an event, please let the office know and return your ticket to allow another 

parent or grandparent enjoy the event. 

 

Have a blessed weekend. 

 

 Mrs. McAlpine 

 

 
 

 

 
     

                          

 

 

Sunday 14th December 2025 
 

 
 

Matthew 11: 2-11 
The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised and the poor have the 

good news proclaimed to them. 

 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Month – 

December 
 

 
 

 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of 

war or conflict, especially in the Middle 

East, might be seeds of peace, 

reconciliation and hope. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 

 

 

 

Monday 15th December  

Advent Family Meditation Session 
 

Tuesday 16th December 

2pm Junior Carol Concert 

6pm Junior Carol Concert   
 

Wednesday 17th December  

Christmas Reading Café  

1.30pm Children’s Pantomime -Aladdin 

Christmas campfires 
 

Thursday 18th December  

9.10 am Pre-Schooler Advent Craft and Play 

Christmas Dinner and Parties 
 

Friday 19th December 

9.10 am Achievement Assembly (for invited parents) 

Last Day of Term  

2 pm Finish 

 
Monday 5th January 2026 

INSET Day (No children to attend school)  
 

 Tuesday 6th January  

Children return to school for Term 3 
 

Thursday 8th January  

Used Clothing Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Value of the Week 

Next Week 

 

 
We love one another 

and we look after  

our school. 

 
 

 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
 

Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays 

in school time. 
 

Please see the term dates below to help you 

plan your holiday. 

Christmas Break   

Monday 22nd December to Monday 5th January  

 

February Break   

Monday 16th February to Monday 23rd February  
 

Easter Break 

Friday 3rd April to Friday 17th April  
 

Late Spring Break 

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May  
 

Summer Term Ends  

Tuesday 22nd July  
 

Future Inset Days 

Monday 5th January 2026 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Monday 29th June 2026 

 

         

 

 
Key Assessment Dates 

Key stage 2 tests (Year 6) 

The statutory key stage 2 tests are timetabled from Monday 11 May to Thursday 

14 May 2026. 

Multiplication tables check (Year 4) 

Schools must administer the multiplication tables check within the 2-week period 

from Monday 1 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026.  

Phonics screening check (Year 1) 

Schools must administer the phonics screening check within the 1-week period 

from Monday 8 June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026. 

Catholic Social 

Teaching Principle 

 
 

 

Class Assembly Dates 
All assemblies will begin at 9:10am. 

Year 4:  Took place in October 

 

Year 3:  Took place in November 
 

Year 5: Wednesday 28th January 
 

Year 2:  Thursday 12th February 
 

Year 1:  Wednesday 25th February 
 

Year R:  Thursday 12th March 
  

Year 6:  Monday 30th March 
 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 

                                           
 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

               
 

 

                    
 

 

                  

Year R 

Learner: Louise - for showing amazing 

resilience with letter formation and 

writing her name beautifully! 

 

Superstar: Joe - for excellent number 

work this week and becoming 

increasingly confident to express his 

feelings. 

 

 

 

Year 1 

Learner: Raphael has tried really hard this 

week to focus during lessons. Keep trying, 

Raphael. 

 

Superstar: Oscar for being a super donkey 

in our Nativity play. You always knew when 

it was your turn to be on stage, Well done! 

 

 

Year 2 

Learner: Ethan has worked so hard this week. 

He has been an excellent mathematician and a 

superstar reader. Amazing effort, Ethan! Keep 

up the good work.  
 

Superstar: Adira was such a star during the 

nativity play. She said her words with such 

expression and was an absolute pleasure to 

watch up on the stage. Well done, Adira! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 3 

Learner: Ralph - for really working hard this 

week. He has been an excellent writer especially 

in R.E. I am so impressed Ralph! 

 

Superstar: Faith.G - for being our wonderful 

role model in class in all that she does. Her faith 

shines through and she writes the most reflective 

pieces of writing. 

 

Year 4 

Learner:Well done, Isaiah, for your 

resilience and determination to succeed in 

all things maths this week – especially 

times tables practice.  

 

Superstar: Jessie, you have worked so 

hard on your editing and improving skills 

this week. Well done for showing 

resilience and confidence particularly in 

science and English tasks. 

 
 

 

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Mason. 

His resilience this term with fractions has 

enabled him to become a much more 

confident mathematician! Keep up the hard 

work! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar this week is Ella for 

always being kind, considerate and 

motivated. Thank you, Ella, for being a 

wonderful role model and showing all of our 

school values.  

 

 

Year 6 

Learner: Our learner of the week is Ellyas for creating a fantastic Christmas calligram, 

showcasing thoughtful creativity and sophisticated vocabulary choices. A wonderful 

piece of work — well done, Ellyas! 

 

Superstar:  Our superstar this week is Willow for consistently demonstrating kindness 

and living out our school’s values through both her actions and her words. Willow 

shines with a gentle faith that inspires others — a true role model. Well done, Willow! 

 

 



  

Attendance Winners  

Last Week  
 
 

1st    Year 4           98.13% 

 

Times Table Rockstars  

 

Fastest - Frankie Year 5 

Highest Score - Audrielle Year 4  

Most Improved - Anabel Year 5  

Star of the Week – Korede Year 5  

 

 

 

Reconciliation Service 
 

Yesterday Fr Joseph came into school for Reconciliation with the children in KS2. 

 

  

 

Best Bin-spirational Name 

 
The Eco team has decided on their final choice of a name, 

after many fantastic entries, to submit as their entry to the 

Medway Council name a truck competition for one of the 8 

new cycling trucks. 

 

The chosen entry name is: Sir Benedict Collectortron. 

  

We will wait to see if this name is one of the chosen names. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Year 1 

Year 2 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Thank you to all the parent 

helpers who gave up their 

time to help make the 

afternoon such a success.  



 

  

 

       



 

 

  

 

 
Nancy S. Year 6 



 

  

 

Year 4 have been learning 

about tie-dying.  They tie-

dyed their T-shirts and had a 

fashion parade once they 

were finished. 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 
Medway Parents and Carers Forum  

We are delighted to invite you to our upcoming Embracing Neurodiversity for in Schools day for parents, a special 

event dedicated to raising awareness, sharing support, and celebrating the strengths of neurodivergent children and 

young people. 

Join us for an inspiring and informative day featuring guest speakers from: 

• NELFT (North East London Foundation Trust) 

• Autistic Girls Network 

• Medway Council Child Health Team 

• Medway Community Healthcare (MCH) 

• Early Help – Medway Council 

This event will include: 

• Talks from professionals on neurodiversity, masking, sleep and parenting 

• Opportunities to ask questions and connect with services 

• Information stalls and resources for families 

• A welcoming space to share experiences and build community 

Whether your child has a diagnosis, is awaiting assessment, or you simply want to learn more about neurodiversity, 

this day is for you. 

 

When is the event? 

Friday 23rd January 2026, 10:00-14:00 

 

Where is the event? 

St Margaret's Millenium Centre 

Gatekeeper Chase 

Rainham 

Gillingham 

Kent 

ME8 9BH 

 

Please sign up using the form or QR 

 code below to confirm your  

attendance.  

This will help us gauge expected  

numbers. 

 

Click here to sign up 

 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/k7MkNPGFST


 

Apply for a school place  

for September 2026  

Medway Residents  

https://admissions.medw

ay.gov.uk/Synergy/Admi

ssions.aspx  

 

Now Open  

Apply for a school place  

for September 2026 

Kent Residents  

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/

education-and-

children/schools/school-

places/primary-school-

places  

 

Now Open  

FULL 

FULL 

  Wednesday 7th January                      

9.30am  

FULL 

FULL 

https://admissions.medway.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://admissions.medway.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://admissions.medway.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places


  

 

 



 

  

 Year  Forest School  

 

Parish News 
 

 
 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

Recycling of Ink Cartridges   

Please bring empty ink cartridges to the office where there is a collection box.   
 

 

 
 

If you would like to know more about the charity please click on the link. https://q-shipsociety.co.uk/  

 
 

 

If you would like to donate to the charity’s Go Fund Me page, please do so here 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/Move-Moore-Restore  

https://q-shipsociety.co.uk/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/Move-Moore-Restore


 

 
 

 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy will be held every Sunday during 11am 

Mass during Advent. 

 

As usual the children will be acting out the Nativity during 

the Gospel at the Christmas Eve 6pm Mass.  If your child 

would like to take part, there will be rehearsals from 10.15am 

to 10.50am every Sunday during Advent so please come 

along on 30th November and sign up.   

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-12-07-Newsletter.pdf

