
     

 

  

 

 
Prayer of the Month – June 

 

 

Let us pray that sports be an 

instrument of peace, 

encounter, and dialogue 

among cultures and nations, 

and that they promote values 

such as respect, solidarity, and 

personal growth. 
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Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

  Happy St. Benedict’s Feast Day! 

 

We marked the occasion with a wonderful start to the day as Fr. Joseph celebrated Mass with our whole school family. Our Year 6 children delivered 

an inspiring homily about St. Benedict, reminding us of the importance of both prayer and work. St. Benedict taught us that prayer helps us remain 

close to God, while our work is a way of serving others. To honour this value of service, a representative from each class presented baskets of food 

collected by our school community for Medway Foodbank. May St. Benedict continue to inspire us to pray with faithful hearts, work with willing hands 

and care for one another every day. 

 

Fr. Joseph also joined us for lunch, where the children enjoyed a refreshing Feast Day treat. A special thank you to the SBA for generously funding 

today’s ice creams and ice lollies. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Summer Fayre last Saturday. It was a fantastic day and we are delighted to share that we raised 

over £5,600. These funds will help support our school, create lasting memories and provide enriching opportunities for all our children. We are 

incredibly grateful to the SBA committee and our dedicated parent volunteers for their creativity, hard work and commitment. Many of you 

commented that it was our best fayre yet – a wonderful achievement! 

 

This week, children from St. Michael’s and St. Bernadette’s Classes enjoyed an exciting visit to Wingham Wildlife Park in Canterbury. They had a 

wonderful time exploring the park and learning about a wide variety of animals in their habitats, bringing their science learning to life! 

 

Our Sports Day morning was filled with energy, excitement, determination and plenty of smiles. The children demonstrated outstanding enthusiasm 

throughout the morning and gave their very best in every event. It was a pleasure to see such strong team spirit, with children encouraging one 

another and celebrating each other’s successes. Thank you to all the parents and family members who came along to support the children from the 

sidelines. Your encouragement helped make the day extra special and contributed to a wonderful celebration of teamwork, perseverance and fun. 

 

Further transition activities have taken place this week. At St. Bernadette’s ‘Moving Up’ Assembly, Year 2 children shared favourite memo ries from 

their infant years and their hopes and aspirations as they prepare to move into the junior phase of their education. We especially enjoyed the 

children’s uplifting performance of I’m On My Way! 

 

Congratulations to our Year 6 athletes who represented our school at the Mini Youth Games Athletics Event. There were outstanding performances 

across the team, resulting in a fantastic overall achievement of 7th place out of 35 schools. 

 

Our school football team also took part in the Medway Primary League Football Fun Day yesterday, where they had the opportunity to play against 

teams they have competed with throughout the year. We are delighted to report that they finished fifth overall. Well done to all involved for their 

teamwork, effort, and sportsmanship. 

 

As we approach the end of the academic year, there is still much to look forward to, including our Year 6 Leavers’ Play, our Biscuits and Books 

celebration, and a range of assemblies that will recognise and celebrate the many achievements of our children. We look forward to sharing these 

special moments with you.  

 

Have a blessed weekend, 

 

Mrs. McAlpine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 12th July 

 
Matthew 13: 1-23 

 

“But the seed sown on rich soil is 

the one who hears the word and 

understands it.” 

Prayer of the Month – July 

 

 
Let us pray for the respect and 

protection of human life in all 

its stages, recognising it as a 

gift from God. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 13th July 

School Football Team Match (Away) 
 

Wednesday 15th July  

6pm Leaver’s Play 
 

Thursday 16th July  

Unwanted clothing collection 

Biscuit & Books / Art Gallery 

 

Friday 17th July  

Prize Giving Assembly (Invited Families) 

1pm EYFS – Animal Club Experience 
 

Monday 20th July 

11am Leaver’s Mass 
 

Tuesday 21st July 

9:10 am Leaver’s Assembly 
 

Tuesday 21st July  

Last day of Term 2pm Finish  

 

Summer Holidays  

 
 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 

INSET DAY 

(No children attend school on this day) 

 

Wednesday 2nd September  

Children return to school for the new academic year. 

 

Monday 21st September  

School Individual Photos 

 

Friday 23rd October 

INSET DAY 

(No children attend school on this day) 

 

Friday 13th November  

Flu Immunisation Whole School 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Worried about something you 

have seen or heard?  

Not sure what to do?  

 

Please come and talk to us.  

 

 

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) 

Principle of the Week 

 
 

 

Value of the Week 

Next Week  

 
We are determined to always try our best. 

Year 6 Leavers Play 

6 pm 15th July  
 
Year 6 parents may book up to 3 seats per family for 

this via ParentMail.  If you would like more seats, 

please let the office know and if any seats are spare 

after the initial bookings, we can allocate them to 

parents who want more.  



  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

               
 

 

                    
 

 

                  

 
Year R 

All of St Joseph’s are superstars this week for 

wonderful sportsmanship and team work 

during their first St Benedict’s sports day! 

We are so proud of how you supported each 

other and how sensible you were moving the 

chairs to keep in the shade throughout the 

morning! Stay fabulous Year R! 

 

 

 

Year 1 

Learner: Frank- what a super learner you have 

been recently! Well done for working 

independently, getting on with your task and doing 

your best! 

 

Superstar: Henry- you wowed everyone during 

our school trip to Wingham Wildlife with you 

amazing dinosaur knowledge! 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Learner: LaRosa is so focused in English 

lessons and is producing great question 

sentences. 

 

Superstar: Harry puts 100% effort in all 

his work and listens so attentively. 

 

Year 3 

Learner: Emelia. E for working really hard in 

RE this week reflecting on our gifts from God. 

 

Superstar: Sonny, for being such a wonderful 

support to his peers during sports day and 

beyond. We are lucky to have you in our class! 

 

 

Year 4 

Learner: Gracie – wonderful learning this 

week in maths. You were excellent at 

recording coordinates and translating 

shapes. 

 

Superstar: Thank you Bonnie for always 

being such a willing helper in the classroom 

and around the school. You are so reliable 

and responsible. 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our superstar this week is Yan for 

his improved focus on his work, resulting in 

some improved pieces of writing! 

 

Learner: Our learner this week is Adam for his 

confidence with Maths when converting units 

of measure - well done! 

 

 

 

 
Year 6 

 

Learner: Our Learner of the Week is Sophia for her outstanding scientific knowledge and 

understanding during our learning about the circulatory system. She confidently drew upon 

her prior knowledge of the digestive system to make insightful links, demonstrating excellent 

recall and a deep understanding of how the body's systems work together. Sophia, your 

curiosity and enthusiasm for Science are wonderful to see. Well done—keep up the fantastic 

work! 

 

Superstar: Our Superstars of the Week are the whole of Year 6 for the resilience, maturity 

and teamwork they have shown during rehearsals for our Leavers' Play. As we prepare for the 

end of our journey together at St. Benedict's, rehearsals have brought with them many 

emotions. The children have approached this special time with thoughtfulness, supporting one 

another as they look ahead to the exciting opportunities that await them. 

 



  

 

 



 

  

St. Benedict’s Day Ice Cream Treats    

 

St. Benedict’s Feast Day 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Can I be kinder? 

Can I welcome someone who feels left out? 

Can I work hard and do my best? 

Can I spend a little more time talking to God in prayer? 

 



 

  

Year 2 ‘Moving up’ Assembly 

  

  

Medway Primary Football Cup Tournament  

 

 

 

Well done to St. Benedict’s football team 

who came 5th against the other teams in 

the Medway Primary School’s Football 

League. 



 

 

  

Times Table Rockstars  
     

 

 

 

Fastest 

Rocco 

 

Highest Score 

Audrielle 

 

Most Improved 

Bella 

 

Star 

Anabelle 

 

 

                                                            Arbor 
 

 

From September, we will be using Arbor as our 
only communication system in school.  We will 
no longer be using ParentMail. 
 
If you have not seen any welcome e-mails from 
Arbor, please check your ‘junk’ or ‘spam’ emails 
and allow them, or you may miss important 
information regarding your child/ren.  Please use 
the link below if you have deleted any Arbor 
messages: 
 
https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-
149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index  
 
If you have a child in a secondary school that 
also uses Arbor, you will need to create a new 
password for the child at St. Benedict’s School 
and log in with a different password for each 
child. 

IMPORTANT 

If you have any outstanding balances to pay in 
Parentmail account, you will be unable to order 
school meals through Arbor in September. 
Please clear any monies owed in Parentmail.  All 
debts will be carried over to Arbor.  Outstanding 
debts from year 6 pupils will be transferred to 
any other siblings at the school. Please pay the 
correct amount in Parentmail to take you to the 
end of the summer term with a zero balance.  
 

 

Biscuits and Books 
On Thursday 16th July, you are invited to attend 

our ‘Biscuits and Books’ event, where you get 

the opportunity to look at your child’s learning 

and celebrate their hard work with them.  

Please see the chart below for the time of your 

child’s class session.  Please indicate if you will 

be attending this event by completing the form 

in the ParentMail ‘forms’ section. 

 

  9:10 – 9:30 am  Year 1 

  9:35 – 9:55 am Year 5 

10:00 -10:20 am Year 4 

10:50 – 11:10 am  Year 3 

11:15 – 11:35 am Year 2 

11:35 – 11.55am  Year 6 

  2:40 – 3:00pm  Year R 
 

https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index
https://st-benedicts-catholic-primary-school-149979.uk.arbor.education/?/home-ui/index


  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Work Experience  

Holy Communion  
 

Congratulations to Erin from 

Year 6 who received her First 

Holy Communion on  

Saturday 4th July at  

St. John Fisher Church in 

Rochester. 

  

 

It was lovely to have Mia, a former pupil, 

back at St. Benedict’s for her work 

experience this week.  She assisted in 

classes and was a great help at Sports 

Day and in our forest school lesson. 

 

Thank you also to Elliot B. who 

supported our children at the Athletics 

Tournament and Sports Day. 



  

 

Mini Youth Games Athletics 

Some notable highlights included Euan, who achieved 1st place 

out of 35 competitors in both the 60-metre sprint and the triple 

jump. Somto secured 2nd place in the vertical jump and 3rd 

place out of 35 in the 100-metre sprint, while Liberty-Rose 

achieved 3rd place out of 35 in the triple jump. 

Ellyas delivered an excellent performance, finishing 3rd in the 

ball-push and 5th in the 200-metre race. Nancy also performed 

brilliantly, finishing 4th out of 35 in the mini marathon. Our relay 

team showed great teamwork and determination, achieving an 

impressive 5th place out of 35 teams. 

These fantastic results reflect the dedication, effort and 

sportsmanship shown by every member of the team. We are 

incredibly proud of all the children who represented our school 

so brilliantly.  

 



 

 
 

  

Summer Fayre  

 

 



  

 



  

 



 

 

  

 

Forest School Year R 

 



  

 

Forest School Year 1 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear God, 

We love the beautiful flowers that 

make our forest school so pretty.  

Thank you for the all the different 

fruit that grows in our woods to feed 

the birds. We saw cherries and the 

blackberry brambles today.  

We are grateful for all our friends 

who get to play with us in Forest 

School.  

Amen 
 



 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

Parish News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026-07-05-Newsletter.pdf

